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Audit Report on the Process Followed by City Council and Staff to Raise Questions 
in the 2006 Municipal Election  
 
Executive Summary 
 
The process followed by City Council and staff to raise questions in the 2006 municipal 
election in the City of Oshawa complied with the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
 
Objectives 
 
The objective of the audit was to determine if the process followed by City Council and 
staff to raise questions in the 2006 municipal election in the City of Oshawa was in 
compliance with the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
 
Scope 
 
The scope of the audit was limited to addressing questions related to compliance with 
relevant sections of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
 

Procedures 
 
The audit included a review of relevant sections of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, 
correspondence related to the election and interviews with members of Clerk’s Office. 
 

Background 
 
On April 10, 2006, Council discussed the wording of the question at their regular Council 
meeting and referred By-law 49-2006 to staff to amend the wording of the question which 
was worded as follows:  “Should the Council of the City of Oshawa pass a by-law to 
require that the members elected to the Council of the City of Oshawa who will also be 
members of the Council of the Regional Municipality of Durham be elected by general vote 
and not by ward?”  
 
On April 18, 2006, Council held a special council meeting and amended the wording of the 
question to comply with Section 8.3(1) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
 
On April 20, 2006, a notice was sent to the Minister of Municipal Affairs of a Public Meeting 
on May 1, 2006 concerning the intention of Council to pass a By-law to submit questions to 
the electors. 
 
On April 21, 2006, a notice was placed in Oshawa This Week to advise the public that the 
Council and City of Oshawa would be holding a public meeting on Monday, May 1, 2006 to 
consider the enactment of a By-law to submit two questions to the electors of the City of 
Oshawa in the November 13, 2006 municipal elections. 
 
On May 1, 2006, Council met and listened to inquiries regarding the questions prior to 
approving By-law 49-2006 being a by-law to submit to the electors of the City of Oshawa 
two questions pursuant to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
 
On May 5, 2006, a notice was sent to the Minister of Municipal Affairs concerning passage 
of By-law 49-2006 to submit questions to the electors of the City of Oshawa in the 
November 13, 2006 municipal election.  
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On May 5, 2006, notice was provided to electors in Oshawa This Week of the passage of 
By-law 49-2006 to submit questions to the electors of the City of Oshawa in the November 
13, 2006 municipal election. 
 
On September 17, 2006, notice was provided to electors in Oshawa This Week of the 
passage of By-laws 49-2006 (Attachment 1) and 13-2006 (Attachment 2) authorizing all 
questions to be placed on the ballot in the municipal elections to be held on Monday, 
November 13, 2006 and advising of the registration process for an individual, corporation 
or trade union that proposes to incur expenses with respect to one or more of the 
questions.  
 
On October 8, 2006, notice was provided to electors in Oshawa This Week of the 
municipal elections that would be held on November 13, 2006 and of the questions that 
would be placed on the ballot. 
 
On October 11, 2006, notice was provided to electors in Oshawa Express of the municipal 
elections that would be held on November 13, 2006 and of the questions that would be 
placed on the ballot. 
 
On November 1, 2006, notice was provided to electors in Snap Oshawa of the municipal 
elections that would be held on November 13, 2006 and of the questions that would be 
placed on the ballot. 
 
On November 5, 2006, notice was provided to electors in Oshawa This Week of the 
municipal elections that would be held on November 13, 2006 and of the questions that 
would be placed on the ballot. 
 
On November 8, 2006, notice was provided to electors in Oshawa This Week of the 
municipal elections that would be held on November 13, 2006 and of the questions that 
would be placed on the ballot. 
 
Relevant Legislation 
 
Section 8(1)(b) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (the Act) indicates the council of a 
municipality may pass a by-law to submit to its electors, subject to section 8.1, a question 
not otherwise authorized by law but within the council’s jurisdiction. 
 
Section 8.1 sets out a number of conditions for submitting a question, rules, requirements 
for providing a notice of intent and notice of by-law, contents for these notices, rights to 
appeal, timelines for forwarding notices, and information regarding hearings and orders of 
the Chief Electoral Officer.  
 
Section 8.2 sets out conditions under which the results of a question are binding as well as 
rules for determining the number of eligible electors. 
 
Section 8.3 sets out the municipality’s obligations where the results of a question are 
binding. 
 
Finding 
 
The process followed by City Council and staff to raise questions in the 2006 municipal 
election in the City of Oshawa complied with the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 


