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Memorandum 

Development Services Department 
Planning Services 

Date: 	 September 26,2012 File: B-8600

To: 	 Heritage Oshawa 

From: 	 Margaret Kish 

Senior Planner 


Re: 	 Commemorative Plaques for Cabane de Plomb and Scugog 

Carrying Place 


On February 26, 2007 Council directed that the City move forward with obtaining and 
installing local plaques for Scugog Carrying Place and Cabane de Plomb. This direction 
resulted from Heritage Oshawa's request of May 3, 2006 to apply to the Ontario 
Heritage Trust's Provincial Plaque Program. Although the City's request for Provincial 
Heritage Plaques for these two subjects was not approved, the Ontario Heritage Trust 
suggested that the Scugog Carrying Place and Cabane de Plomb would be more 
appropriately commemorated with local plaques. 

In addition, on June 22, 2006 Heritage Oshawa passed a motion to donate $1,000 to 
the plaque initiative. 

To date plaques have not been obtained or installed for either the Scugog Carrying 
Place or the Cabane de Plomb. 

Attached is a copy of Report DS-06-256 dated July 5, 2006 which provides information 
on the original background paper used by Heritage Oshawa to substantiate the 
importance of Scugog Carrying Place and Cabane de Plomb. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that Heritage Oshawa establish a working group to discuss: 

1. 	 suggestions/options for the specific locations for plaques for Scugog Carrying 
Place and Cabana de Plomb within the Purple Woods Conservation Area and 
Lakeview Park, respectively; 

2. 	 suggestions for the design and material of the plaques for Scugog Carrying Place 
and Cabana de Plomb; 

3. 	 suggestions for the wording on the plaques for Scugog Carrying Place and 
Cabane de Plomb; 
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4. 	 research and determine a cost estimate for the plaques (including installation) for 
Scugog Carrying Place and Cabane de Plomb; and 

5. 	 include an appropriate amount for the cost of preparing and installing the plaques 
for Scugog Carrying Place and Cabane de Plomb, to be requested through the 
2013 budget allocation process. 

and 

That the working group report back to the Committee with their recommendations at the 
October 25, 2012 meeting . 

.~.... 


Margaret Kish, M.Sc .., MCIP, RPP 


~"' 
Senior Planner 
905-436-3311 x2945 
1-800-667-4292 x2945 
mkish@oshawa.ca 

Attach. 
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Oshawa

1h' C rry I n Motion 

Attachment(s) may not be included in the electronic version of the report. 

To obtain a paper copy ofthe attachment(s), please contact Liz Rooks. 


To return to the Agenda, dick on the back arrow+ 

Report 


To: 
Development Services Committee 

Item: 

DS-06-256 

Date of Report: 

July 5, 2006 
From: 

Commissioner, Department of 
Development Services 

File: 

B8600-000 I 

Date of Meeting: 

July I 0, 2006 
Subject: Ontario Heritage Trust- Provincial Plaque Program: 

Proposal for Scugog Carrying Place and the Cabane de 
Plomb (French Trading Post) in the City ofOshawa 

All Wards 

1.0 BACKGROUND 

The purpose ofthis report is to respond to a request from Mr. Ken Ridge that the City ofOshawa: 

(a) Apply to the Ontario Heritage Trust for one or two Provincial plaques to commemorate 
the Scugog Carrying Place and/or the Cabane de Plomb in the City ofOshawa; and 

(b) To provide some subsidizing ofthe costs. 

In November 2005, Mr. Ken Ridge made a presentation to Heritage Oshawa recommending that 
the City apply for two Provincial heritage plaques. Heritage Oshawa passed a motion supporting 
Mr. Ridge's initiative and suggested that Mr. Ridge prepare a proposal to the Development 
Services Committee and Heritage Oshawa would endorse it. 

In April 2006, Mr. Ridge submitted a letter requesting that Heritage Oshawa endorse the proposal 
and forward it to the Development Services Committee. The letter requested the City of Oshawa 
to apply to the Ontario Heritage Trust for one or two Provincial plaques to commemorate sites of 
significance in the City' s early history. The sites are referred to as the Scugog Carrying Place, an 
ancient native trail and the Cabane de Plomb, a French trading post. The letter explains that Mr. 
Ridge is willing to provide the background documentation required as part of the application 
process and assistance with seeking funds from interested parties to offset the costs of the 
plaques. 

A letter dated May 3, 2006 from Rose Mary Mason, Chair, Heritage Oshawa to the Development 
Services Committee (see Attachment No. I) advises of Heritage Oshawa's support for 
Mr. Ridge's initiative regarding the plaques. Heritage Oshawa indicates that cost sharing issues 
have not been discussed, that it is not within Heritage Oshawa's budget and that a motion has not 
been passed to bear the entire costs of this initiative. 

On May 8, 2006, the Development Services Committee referred the correspondence from 
Heritage Oshawa to staff for a report. 

On June 22, 2006 Heritage Oshawa passed a motion to donate $1,000 to the plaque initiative. 

On June 28, 2006, Mr. Ridge sent a second letter (see Attachment No. 2) to the Development 
Services Committee requesting that the application for a plaque for the Cabane de Plomb be held 
in abeyance to allow for further research into the site and for possible consideration for National 
recognition. On June 29, 2006 Mr. Ridge indicated to staff that he would be supportive if the 
City wishes to apply for a Provincial plaque for the Cabane de Plomb site but he will continue his 
research regarding the requirements for a National plaque. 
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Report to the Development Item: DS-06-256 

Services Committee (Continued) -2- Meeting Date: July 10, 2006 


On July 4, 2006 the Development Services Committee referred the June 28, 2006 correspondence 
from Ken Ridge to staff for a report. 

2.0 INPUT FROM OTHER SOURCES 

The Director of Parks and Facilities Maintenance Services and the Central Lake Ontario 
Conservation Authority have been contacted to provide input on the suggested location of the 
Provincial plaques at Lakeview Park and Purple Woods Conservation Area. 

3.0 ANALYSIS 

3.1 Application Process 

The Ontario Heritage Trust (OHT) published Guidelines for the Provincial Plaque Program. 
These Guidelines form Attachment No. 3 to this report. 

The OHT encourages applications for plaques from individuals or organizations which are 
considered by a Board of the OHT during an annual adjudication process. The annual deadline 
for applications is September 151

h. A decision on the applications is generally made by the end of 
December in the year applied for or early in the following year. 

To apply for Provincial plaques, an application form completed in full with a background paper 
that substantiates the importance of the proposed subject in the heritage of the Province must be 
included. Mr. Ridge has provided the background papers for both the Scugog Carrying Place and 
the Cabane de Plomb (see Attachments No. 4 and 5). 

3.2 Cost Sharing 

The OHT looks to applicants to contribute to the cost of the Provincial plaque for which they are 
applying (between $5,000 - $7,500) as well as in-kind support such as organizing and hosting a 
plaque unveiling event, plaque installation and erecting highway signs to direct public attention to 
the plaques that have little regular pedestrian traffic. Contributions of applicants and other 
sponsors are acknowledged, however only the OHT's name appears on the credit line of the 
Provincial plaques. 

Heritage Oshawa has passed a motion to donate $1,000 towards the plaquing program. 

In June 2006, Mr. Ridge contacted the Township of Scugog and Mr. Gary Edgar, the former 
Chief of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation to canvass their interest in providing 
funds to support the initiative. A written response has not been received from Mr. Gary Edgar or 
the Township of Scugog. 

The OHT has stated that Council may support the initiative in principle, submit the application 
and make a financial commitment once the OHT makes a decision in favour of the application 
(late December 2006 or early January 2007). 
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Report to the Development Item: DS-06-256 

Services Committee (Continued) - 3- Meeting Date: July 10, 2006 


3.3 Site Selection 

The OHT requires that applicants select a site before applying for a Provincial plaque. The OHT, 
however, has indicated that details regarding permission to erect plaques on publicly owned land 
may be worked out once the application is approved. The availability of a suitable site 
(acknowledged by the site owner's written permission to erect the plaque) is one of the criteria 
applied by the OHT when evaluating applications for Provincial plaques. The OHT prefers to 
erect Provincial plaques on public property. The following site criteria are applied by the OHT 
when evaluating potential sites for plaques: 

(a) Be relevant to the plaque subject and preferably the most relevant available site in the 
province for the subject in question 

(b) Provide maximum public exposure for the plaque 
(c) Offer easy access to passers-by 
(d) Be well maintained 
(e) Be attractive 
(f) Be in public view to discourage vandalism 

The OHT reserves the right to make the final site selection. 

Mr. Ridge recommends that the plaque for the Scugog Carrying Place be located at the Purple 
Woods Conservation Area. While verbal permission has been granted from the Central Lake 
Ontario Conservation Authority to erect a Provincial plaque at the Purple Woods location, staff 
are awaiting written confirmation. 

Mr. Ridge recommends that the Cabane-de Plomb plaque be located at Lakeview Park so that 
there's maximum public exposure since the actual location of the Cabane de Plomb is in a 
location not widely used by the public. Another potential location for the Cabane de Plomb 
plaque is near the crest of the Gifford Hill in the harbour area. The Gifford Farm Urban Design 
Guidelines, which resulted from an Ontario Municipal Board hearing in 1996/97 relating to a 
component of the Southeast Oshawa Planning Study, indicate that a heritage commemorative site 
consisting ofa cairn or plaque be developed in this location to acknowledge the history and use of 
the harbour area. This site would be linked to Harbour Road and the Lake Ontario Waterfront 
Trail by pedestrian routes. 

4.0 RESPONSE TO THE COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

The applications for the Provincial plaguing program would advance Goal A (A Vibrant, Strong 
and Progressive Community) and its objectives to enhance arts, culture and recreation and Goal 
C (A Caring and Responsive Community) and its objectives to improve communications, 
cooperation and community engagement. 

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are financial implications associated with the Provincial plaque program as discussed in 
this report. It is estimated that the total cost of a program to install a Provincial plaque is about 
$10,000. Mr. Ridge suggests two plaques. Heritage Oshawa had committed $1,000 and Mr. 
Ridge feels sponsorships are possible. Further information on costs associated with the plaque 
program will be provided in a subsequent report should Council decide to pursue this initiative 
and the OHT approves the plaques. 
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Report to the Development Item: DS-06-256 

Services Committee (Continued) -4- Meeting Date: July 10, 2006 


6.0 	 RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

It is recommended: 

Scugog Carrying Place 

1. 	 That Council direct staff to complete and submit to the Ontario Heritage Trust the 
necessary application forms, with Mr. Ridge's background paper as a required 
attachment for a Provincial plaque to commemorate the Scugog Carrying Place in the 
City ofOshawa, prior to September 15th, 2006. 

2. 	 That the Purple Woods Conservation Area be the proposed site and that the Central Lake 
Ontario Conservation Authority be required to confirm the use of this location. 

3. 	 That a further report regarding the financial contribution to be made towards the Scugog 
Carrying Place Provincial plaque and location be prepared in the event the Ontario 
Heritage Trust approves the plaque for the Scugog Carrying Place. 

Cabane de Plomb 

4. 	 That Council direct staff to complete and submit to the Ontario Heritage Trust the 
necessary application forms, with Mr. Ridge's background paper as a required 
attachment for a Provincial plaque to commemorate the Cabane de Plomb in the City of 
Oshawa, prior to September 15th, 2006. 

5. 	 That Lakeview Park or public lands in proximity to the lakefront be the proposed site 
with specific siting to be determined by the City, in conjunction with the Ontario 
Heritage Trust in the event the Cabane de Plomb plaque is approved by the Ontario 
Heritage Trust. 

6. 	 That a further report regarding the financial contribution to be made towards the Cabane 
de Plomb Provincial plaque and location be prepared in the event the Ontario Heritage 
Trust approves the plaque for the Cabane de Plomb. 

7. 	 That Mr. Ken Ridge be thanked and commended for his research and efforts in bringing 
this matter forward. 

Original Signed By 

Bruce Hunt, MCIP, RPP, Director, Planning Services 
Department ofDevelopment Services 

Original Signed By 

Thomas B. Hodgins, B.E.S., M.A., RPP, Acting Commissioner 
Department ofDevelopment Services 

PN/c 
Attachments 
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DS-06-256 
Attachment No. 4 

The Scugog Carrying Place 

1. What Was It? 

The Scugog Carrying Place was an ancient native footpath or portage route between Lake 
Ontario and what is now Lake Scugog. Much shorter than the Trent River or the Humber River 
routes to Lake Ontario, it was undoubtedly an important trail for countless years before the 
coming of Europeans. 

It must have become even busier in the 181
h century when the French and English on Lake 

Ontario competed in trading for furs with natives travelling from the north. 

2. A Connection with the Name Oshawa 

One explanation of the name Oshawa is that it meant the place where natives, having paddled 
up the Oshawa Creek as far as they could, then took to the portage trail northward. (Before the 
clearing of the forests, rivers and creeks were considerably deeper than today.) 

3. Provincial Importance 

This was one of the roadways by which the earliest peoples of Ontario travelled in their trading 
and warring expeditions. 

Connected as it was to a French trading post at its southern terminus in the 1750s, the trading 
done there was a part of the rivalry between the French and English which culminated in the 
conquest of New France in 1760. 

From the 1790s, setters, at least mainly from the United States, came to the New Whitby and 
later Reach Townships. Among the first were the Farewell brothers who must have used the 
trail to reach their trading post on Lake Scugog. Before the opening of roads, settlers moving to 
their lots in rear concessions had only the old trail for access. 

There is a memorable story connected with the Carrying Place. In 1804, an employee of the 
Farewell's, John Sharp, was murdered at their Lake Scugog trading post. A native accused of 
the killing travelled down the trail and west to Toronto Island where he was arrested. 

The trial was to be held in November at Presqu'ile in the Newcastle district. From York, the 
accused with provincial judicial officials set sail in HMS Speedy. In a storm off Presqu'ile, 
Speedy went down with all aboard. Moodie and William Farewell, however, who were to have 
appeared at the trial, were not on the Speedy but in their canoe travelling eastward, and so lived 
to become successful pioneers in East Whitby Township. 

There is a Provincial plaque by the Scugog River riear Lindsay commemorating the overall 
Scugog route from the Kawaithas to Lake Ontario. This Scugog Carrying Place was the vital 
component of that route, worthy of commemoration itself, in a place easily visited by the public. 
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4. Where Was The Carrying Place? 

The trail can best be described as an inverted "Y". From Lake Ontario, one branch went 
northward by Harmony Creek and the other by the Oshawa Creek. Probably, canoes were 
used as far up the creeks as they could before portaging began. The two footpaths converged 
somewhere near the present Columbus and then united to cross "The Ridges" to the location of 
the present Port Perry. 

There are two main sources of information about the location of the footpath . The most precise 
is that of Samuel Wilmot who surveyed Reach Township, showing on his maps the footpath in 
conjunction with the concessions and lots. 

Earlier surveys of Whitby Township (after 1791) do not show the footpaths. Instead, we turn to 
local histories, which are largely undocumented and mainly what was handed down by word of 
mouth from those who were the primary sources. Though sometimes inaccurate, such stories 
can give us valuable information. 

5. From The Pedlar Papers 

In the late 191
h century, the Oshawa industrialist Samuel Pedlar undertook to gather as much 

information as he could from descendants of early settlers. Here is what he wrote about the 
Carrying Place: 

"When the white settlers began to penetrate the wilderness in the Township of 
Whitby northward of the site where Oshawa now stands these Indian trails were 
the only roadways of any kind through the forest. The writer learned from a 
number of surviving pioneer settlers that it was by these trails their fathers 
reached their lots. 

With the view of putting on record the information carefully obtained in 
reference to these Indian trails, to aid the work of future writers, who may desire 
to enlarge upon this matter, it may be briefly stated that two trails ran from Lake 
Ontario northwards through East Whitby Township. The one started from the old 
French Block House pioneer Wilson found on the bluff he took possession of at 
the mouth of the Farewell Creek. 

The other trail began at the mouth of the creek, now the Oshawa Creek, 
at a little landing on Thomas Henry's farm on the north side of the creek or marsh 
which it now is, thence the trail passed northwards along the east bank of the 
creek crossing the main road in the settlement now Oshawa east of where the 
flour mill now stands and keeping along on the east bank of the creek till it 
reached settler Widdiffield's place where the Reach Road so called crosses this 
stream. This trail at this point branched into two parts one passing along over 
the creek keeping west of where the Reach Road now runs, as far north as the 
81

h concession just south of where the Village of Columbus now stands. 

At this point it crossed easterly over the Reach Road at the point where it 
formed a junction with the Trail starting from the Wilson settlement on Lake 
Ontario. An enterprising Indian trader called Wiley erected a Block House at this 
junction - this Block House was built of hewed pine logs and while the date of its 
erection could not be ascertained by any of the pioneers whom the writer met, 
yet the settlers who first took up lands in the vicinity of 1827 found the house in 
good condition. It is only within a few years that the old land mark was taken 
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down. The other Trail which branched off at Widdiffield's settlement at the creek 
crossing on the 41

h concession passed through the Widdiffield homestead yard 
crossing the stream a short distance outside the yard to the west bank keeping 
northward along the west boundary of Mr. Harvey Kerr's land and finally joining 
the Trail junction at the Wiley Block House. 

The united Trails forming into one at the junction referred to passed over 
the height of land called the 'Ridges' and passing down the other side in a north 
westerly direction to 'Fish Point' on 'Cedar Creek' in the 3rd concession in the 
Township of Reach which waterway Jed into the then sluggish Scugog River, 
which in the Indian occupation of these parts was a huge cranberry marsh and 
where wild rice grew in profusion. The long winding Scugog River Jed into 
Sturgeon Lake. " 

6. 	 Conclusion 

The existence, extraordinary importance, and location of the Carrying Place have been 
adequately described. 

An additional reason for commemorating the trail is that so little is known about it and our local 
history, generally. There is no good, scholarly written history of Oshawa. Even among the 
Scugog Native peoples with whom I have talked, nothing is known of the Carrying Place. 

There is a perfect place for the proposed plaque. Purple Woods is a conservation area beside 
Simcoe Street (the highway between Oshawa and Port Perry). It is on the height of land of the 
"Ridges", hooking north to Lake Scugog and south to Lake Ontario, and close to the actual route 
of the old footpath. What better place could there be for picturing the Carrying Place and being 
stimulated to learn more of the history of Ontario and Canada. 

Ken Ridge 
Oshawa, June 2006 

Sources: 

1. 	 L.M. Frost, Forgotten Pathways of the Trent, Burns & MacEachern, 1973 

.This was my primary source of information, particularly Chapter 2. 

2. 	 The Pedlar Papers in the Oshawa Pedlar Library, one part of which is quoted. 

3. 	 Robinson, Toronto During the French Regime, The Ryerson Press, 1933. 

A Scholarly work concentrating mainly on, and perhaps magnify ing, the importance of 
the West or Humber Branch of the Toronto Carrying Place. 

4. 	 Local histories of Oshawa provide scant and sometimes mistaken information on our 
focal history. One, for example, states that Oshawa was settled by Loyalists and refers 
to 'Sir' John Graves Simcoe, the 'Governor General'. A good history of Oshawa needs 
to be written. 



DS-06-256 
Attachment No. 5 

The Cabane de Plomb 

1. What Is It? 

The Cabane de Plomb was a French Trading Post operating before 1759 on the shore of Lake 
Ontario between the Oshawa and Harmony Creeks. The name meant Cabin of Lead, 
presumably because lead shot was an important commodity in the fur trade with the natives. 

The Post was situated here at the southern terminus of the Scugog Carrying Place, a portage 
footpath from Lake Scugog, over which natives travelled from the lush trapping areas of the 
Kawarthas, Lake Simcoe and beyond. 

2. Provincial Importance 

In the 181
h century, the French competed with the English, based at Oswego, in trading for furs 

with the native peoples north of Lake Ontario. To do so, they created trading posts or forts at 
strategic points on Lake Ontario at the mouths of rivers or the southern ends of portage routes. 
Posts at the Scugog and Rice Lake trails were in obvious places because these trails were 
much shorter than others. 

The Cabane de Plomb and the other forts were significant, not only for the fur trade, but for their 
part in the grand design of the French in North America. This design was to stretch French 
power through the Great Lakes to the Mississippi and down to the Gulf of Mexico, confining the 
English between the Appalachians and the Sea. The Cabane de Plom b was one of a number of 
block houses meant to protect the French line of communication in this strategic plan. 

3. Where Exactly Was It Built? 

All the evidence points to its being built between the now Oshawa and Harmony Creeks. 

There are two implausible theories about the exact site. One is that divers have discovered its 
footings underwater in the lake. This supposes that the French built the fort at the water's edge, 
and that the lake level has risen that much since then. More likely, what the divers found were 
the remains of a dock, something even cottages require. 

Another theory, equally unlikely, is that the fort was built at the edge of the Second Marsh. 

Common sense suggests that the fort would have been sited in proximity to both creeks and 
their related trails, and high and dry above the lake and marsh in a good defensive position. 

4. When Was It In Use? 

Evidently, little or nothing is known about when it was built. It is shown on a 1755 map and 
certainly was abandoned by 1759, as the French retreated from Lake Ontario. But the building 
was still standing in 1793 and used as a temporary shelter by Oshawa's first settlers, Benjamin 
Wilson and his family from Vermont. 
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5. An Account By A Descendant Of The Wilson's, Miss Blanche Meeker 

This account appears to locate the exact site of the old fort. It is likely that the Wilsons used 
materials from the fort in constructing their first home. (Note that the Wilson pioneer cemetery 
has since been moved.) 

"travel to the Oshawa Harbour and instead of turning west to the lovely picnic 
grounds, let your feet stray as far as the creek on the east. Looking across the 
narrow stretch of water, we see, high on a hill, a cemetery. There, in that 
peaceful, well-kept sanctuary on the farm of Lyman Gifford, lies the mortal 
remains of Benjamin Wilson, our ancestor. Over his grave is a marble· tombstone 
on which is carved "In Memory of Benjamin Wilson, who died March 51

h, 1821, in 
the 891

h year of his age". 

"Wilson and his wife left for Canada, bringing with them two small sons 
and two young men, George Lockwood, no doubt Wilson's stepson, and 
Ransom. They entered Canada by way of Niagara, where he likely secured a 
boat to carry them on. Wilson consulted Governor Simcoe as to the best land for 
settlement and was told of an old abandoned French Fort, a log cabin, deserted 
since 1759, which could be used as a temporary home. 

It was on the lake front of Lake Ontario, near what is now Oshawa, one
half mile east of the present Port Oshawa. The fort had been called 'Cabane de 
Plomb'. 

Wilson's cabin was built about 150 yards from the shore of the lake, 
approximately halfway between Oshawa Creek and the marsh next east, now 
know as Farewell's Marsh. [Note: the mouth ofHarmony Creek]. 

As late as the year 1900 the outline of his buildings was still marked by 
the remaining stones which had formed the foundations. Farewell's Marsh and 
the marsh at the south of Oshawa Creek abounded in fur-bearing animals and 
provided marsh grass which served many purposes. In the fall of the year both 
creeks were full of salmon which ascended them to spawn, and provided an 
abundance, both fresh and salted, for many years. Here Benjamin· Wilson lived, 
worked, to clear a little of the forest, hunted food for his family, and trapped for 
furs to trade." 

6. The Cabane de Plomb and Oshawa 

Can the Cabane de P lomb be considered in any way connected with the founding of Oshawa? 

The short answer is no. It was not a settlement, and after 1759 was only an abandoned 
building. However, perhaps the existence of the cabin was important in attracting the Wilson's 
to settle here, and other Vermonters to follow them. 

One historian has argued that, unlike Pickering with its Quaker settlers, the early predominance 
of Yankees in the eastern part of Whitby Township may have created a work ethic conducive to 
business development. Aside from the Yankee Farewells and Drews at Harmony, the founders 
of business in Oshawa were mainly British immigrants such as the Warrens. 
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7. 	 Conclusion 

The story of the Cabane de Plomb, therefore, had not much to do with the founding of Oshawa. 
Instead, it was part of something much larger, the conflict between imperial powers for the 
control of eastern North America. As such, it is well worth commemorating. The site itself, at 
least at present, is barely accessible. The most likely place for a plaque, then, is at the west 
side of Oshawa Harbour, on City property, looking eastward. 

Ken Ridge 
June,2006 
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