
 
 
 

Report 

 
To:  Item: Date of Report: 

 Community Services Committee CS-06-37 November 14, 2006 
From: Commissioner, File: Date of Meeting: 

 Community Services Department F-4200 December 8, 2006 
Subject: Ward:  

 
The International Awards for Liveable Communities 

All 
 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
At its February 6, 2006 meeting, City Council provided the following direction to report 
OS-06-22, (appended as Attachment 1): 
 
 “That the staff team and CIB Committee plan and develop the initial presentation 
 and background in 2006 for the City Of Oshawa’s participation in the International 
 Awards for Liveable Communities 2007 program, and report back to the 
 Operational Services Committee in 2006 on further details, information and funding 
 for the 2007 application.” 
 
The International Awards for Liveable Communities (“LivCom” Awards) program was 
introduced in 1996 and launched internationally in 1997 under the title Nations in Bloom.  In 
2004, the term “liveable communities” was introduced and the program was renamed The 
International Awards for Liveable Communities (“LivCom” Awards). 
 
“LivCom” is endorsed by the United Nations Environment program and is a unique global 
initiative dedicated to the creation of livable communities through the awareness, development 
and exchange of international best practice relating to the management of the local environment 
which may be observed, shared and developed in an effort to support the future growth of a 
community.  
 
This report provides the details for City Council to further consider a 2007 application for the 
International Awards for Liveable Communities program. 
 
 

2.0 INPUT FROM OTHER SOURCES 
 
Mr. Gus Stahlmann, Commissioner of Community Services for the City of Guelph, is the 
Canadian contact for LivCom and has provided input and support on the City’s LivCom 
application. 
 
The staff team developed in 2006, and comprised of representatives from the City Manager’s 
office, and the Departments of Development Services, Corporate Services and Community 
Services provided input into this report. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS 
 
For the past 12 years, the City has participated in the Communities in Bloom program (CIB).  
The local community floral program has operated continually during this time.  The City has 
participated at the Provincial, National and International Level, culminating in the International 
Award in 2004. 
 
The core focus of the CIB program is in relation to parks, floral and community involvement and 
has been led by the Parks & Facilities Branch in partnership with a volunteer CIB Committee. 
 
The Liveable Cities Awards “LivCom” has a much wider city context than the CIB program.  
 
The application process would be developed and led by a broad range of City staff with input of 
senior management and Council representation as required. 
 
Participants in the LivCom Awards are evaluated on the following criteria;  
 

• enhancement of the landscape  
• heritage management  
• environmentally sensitive practices  
• community involvement  
• healthy lifestyles  
• community planning for the future  

 
Attachment 2 explains the detailed criteria. 
 
The healthy lifestyles criteria is new in 2006.  To support the healthy lifestyle criteria a 
municipality must demonstrate their record of healthy lifestyles through the provisions of 
appropriate facilities and the promotion of active participation. 
 
Both the initial written presentation (Phase I) and the final presentation (Phase II) is to provide 
the judges panel with a view of the communities past, where they are today, and what the 
community will look like in the future in relationship to the evaluation criteria. 
 
Similar to Communities in Bloom, municipalities enter the program based on their population 
size.  The City Of Oshawa would be entering Liveable Community Awards in Category C with a 
population range of 75,000 to 200,000. 
 
The City has implemented a number of significant projects over the last several years and is in the 
process of implementing others that demonstrate the City’s position in regards to the LivCom 
Awards program judging criteria.  These include: Creating our Tomorrow-Oshawa Community 
Strategic Plan; Amazing Spaces; The Parks, Recreation and Culture Strategic Plan; Provincial 
Planning “Places to Grow”; Provincial Greening Initiative Oak Ridges Moraine Policy; General 
Motors Centre; Second Marsh Wetland Centre; Oshawa Valley Botanical Gardens; Trail Planning 
and Development; Parks Master Plans for Stone Street Park, North Oshawa Park, Harmony 
Valley and Cedar Valley Parks; the Heritage Conservation District Study and the Anti- Idling By-
law to name a few. 
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Benefits of Participation 
 
With many of these projects complete, the opportunity to showcase and benchmark the City’s 
projects with other community’s world-wide is a valuable process in building community pride 
and promote the City as a destination for economic development and tourism. 
 
Participation through a program such as “LivCom” provides staff the opportunity to learn and 
share leading edge municipal management strategies which builds staff moral and expands 
creativity. 
 
 
3.1 Registration and Written Presentation  
 
The completed LivCom registration form and fee of $900 is required to be submitted prior to 
May 31st 2007.  The Phase I written document is still in draft form and will require further 
review and input to provide the final submission to Council prior to the registration date of May 
31, 2007.  
 
 
3.2 Formal Presentation and Awards 
 
In Phase I, an international panel of judges will review the initial written submissions and select 
communities from each population category to make a formal presentation at the LivCom 
Awards.  If selected for Phase II the City will be invited to a final presentation in London 
England, November 22 to 26, 2007.  As a finalist the following criteria must be met: 
 

• Three representatives from the City will be invited to participate in the presentation 
• Presentations must be made in English 
• Presentations must not exceed 35 minutes and may include a video, power point 

presentation and promotional booklet and promotional booklet or a visual aid of the 
community’s choice, and 

• The panel of judges will ask the presentation team questions relating to the presentation. 
 
It is proposed that a high quality power point presentation and promotional booklet with 
photographs depicting the communities’ strengths in the respective categories could be 
completed by City staff.  A commitment of City staff time of approximately 200 hours will be 
required for the development of the presentation.  This would be the most cost effective method 
in preparing a formal presentation for the awards.  Funding will be required for development, 
printing and reproduction of supporting documents for the presentation, travel and 
accommodations. 
 
 
3.3 Canadian Participation 
 
Previous Canadian LivCom Award winners include Goderich Ont., Richmond BC, Toronto Ont., 
Kelowna BC, Guelph Ont., Waterloo Ont., Saint John NB, Niagara Ont., and Annapolis Royal  
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NS.  In 2006 only two communities in Canada, Port Moody BC and St. Walburg BC, were 
represented at the LivCom Award Finals in Hangzhou, China.  The complete list of the 2006 
LivCom Award finalist is included as Attachment 3 to this report. 
 
 
3.4 Corporate Staff Working Team 
 
The existing staff team with representation from the City Manager’s Office, Development 
Services, Corporate Services, and Community Services would continue to develop the initial 
application and subject to selection as a finalist, would develop all appropriate presentation 
material with review and input by the Corporate Leadership Team and members of Council. 
 
 
4.0 RESPONSE TO THE COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Participation in the International Awards for Liveable Communities, responds to the Community 
Strategic Plan- Goal A – A Vibrant, Strong and Progressive Community – Section A4 – 
Improving Our Image and Goal C – A Caring and Responsive Community – Section C2 – 
Improving Communications, Cooperation and Community Engagement.  
 
 

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The cost for the completion of the initial Phase I, written submission was previously funded in 
the 2006 Operating Budget. 
 
Should Council approve a submission to the LivCom Awards, the following activities and costs 
will be required if the City was selected as a finalist in Phase II: 
 
• The registration fee for entering the 2007 LivCom Awards is $900   
• Production costs for a power point presentation and promotional booklet estimated to be 

approximately $6,000   
• Approximately 200 hours of City staff time would also be required 
• Cost for three City representatives to attend the LivCom Awards in London England 

estimated to be approximately $8,000. 
 
The total estimated cost to participate if selected as a finalist in Phase II is approximately 
$15,000. 
 
Funding in the amount of $15,000 would be included for consideration in the Community 
Services Department 2007 Operating Budget. 
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6.0 CONCLUSION 
 
The City’s involvement and commitment in the Communities in Bloom program over the last 12 
years has been instrumental in developing and promoting community pride, improving civic 
image and enhancing the quality of life for residents and the business community.  The CIB 
program will continue at the local level and may also participate at some level, such as 
mentoring another municipality entering the program using the CIB Committee and the 
volunteer support currently available. 
 
Over the last two years the City has been very proactive in community building and planning 
through the development of a Community Strategic Plan and many other projects and programs 
that support the criteria for the LivCom Awards.  A dedicated commitment of staff time in 2007 
would be required in order to complete the final formal presentation. 
 
The financial commitment to enter the LivCom Awards as outlined in this report is 
approximately $15,000. if prepared internally by staff.   
 
Participation in the 2007 LivCom Awards is an opportunity to learn from and share expertise 
with other municipalities, build civic and staff pride and showcase the City of Oshawa at a high 
international level. 
 

 

7.0 RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
That the Community Services Committee recommend to City Council: 
 
1. The City of Oshawa participate in The International Awards for Liveable Communities 

program as outlined in report CS-06-37; and 
 
2. That a budget amount of $15,000. be included for consideration in the Community Services 

Department 2007 Operating Budget. 
 
 
Original Signed By:      Original Signed By: 
 
Noel Hutchinson, Director     Stan Bertoia 
Parks and Facilities Maintenance Services   Commissioner 
Community Services Department    Community Services Department 
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