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Minutes of a special meeting of the Council of the City of Oshawa held in the Council 
Chamber at 6:30 p.m. 

Mayor Henry and Councillors Aker, Bouma, Chapman, Diamond, Marimpietri, Neal, 
Pidwerbecki, Sanders and Wood were present.  Councillor England was absent. 

Mayor Henry presided. 

Mayor Henry advised the purpose of the special meeting is to receive input from the 
public concerning the 2014 Budget. 

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Councillor Neal made a declaration of pecuniary interest concerning any reference to 
the Oshawa Power and Utilities Corporation as his wife is employed by Oshawa PUC 
Networks Inc. and did not participate in discussion on the subject matter. 

CORRESPONDENCE REQUEST 

1. John Gray providing comments and suggestions concerning the 2014 Budget 
submission. 

Moved by Councillor Bouma, seconded by Councillor Chapman, 
(40)  “That Correspondence Item 1 from John Gray concerning the 2014 Budget 
submission be referred to the February 14, 2014 special Council meeting.”  TABLED  
BY THE FOLLOWING MOTION 
 
Moved by Councillor Marimpietri, seconded by Councillor Neal, 
(41)  “That the referral motion concerning Correspondence Item 1 be tabled to later in 
the meeting.”  CARRIED ON THE FOLLOWING VOTE 

AFFIRMATIVE – Councillors Aker, Bouma, Chapman, Diamond, Marimpietri, Neal, 
Sanders, Pidwerbecki, Wood and Mayor Henry 

NEGATIVE – None 

Absent – Councillor England 

DELEGATIONS 

1. Barb Bray, Theresa Stepinac, Gloria Cousins and Samantha Smith 
2. Josh Bickle 
3. Adam White 
4. Julia McCrea 
5. Daniel Hammond 
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Theresa Stepinac and Samantha Smith addressed City Council requesting the 2014 
budget allocate funds to resolve the Trowbridge Drive neighbourhood’s high water table 
problem stating their basements have experienced regular flooding since 2003.  
Samantha Smith requested a drainage trench be dug on City property to lower the 
water table as their homes are on a natural swamp and the water diversion 
implemented when the development was built is not working.  Theresa Stepinac 
described their neighbourhood as very desirable for families and the homes as well-built 
except water is coming through the bottom of the houses and expressed health, safety 
and financial concerns.  Theresa Stepinac felt the developer, real estate agents and 
engineers all acted in good faith and did not anticipate this problem but nevertheless it 
needs to be fixed for the neighbourhood’s well-being.  Theresa Stepinac requested the 
City allocate funds in the 2014 Budget to resolve their flooding problem by putting in 
place some sort of weeping system to benefit the affected homes. 

Council members questioned Samantha Smith and Theresa Stepinac. 

Barbara Bray addressed City Council requesting the 2014 Budget allocate funds for a 
water diversion project on Trowbridge Drive. Barbara Bray advised, following an 
examination of the water in her house by engineering department staff, she received a 
letter advising her that she lives near a high water table and ground water will always be 
coming into her basement. 

Gloria Cousins addressed City Council requesting the 2014 Budget allocate funds for a 
water diversion project on Trowbridge Drive stating when she moved there in 2007 she 
was advised there was a slight water problem but the following year she had a flooded 
basement.  Gloria Cousins stated she loves where she lives and would like the City to 
assist them to stay in their homes. 

Murray Davis addressed City Council requesting the 2014 Budget allocate funds for a 
water diversion project on Trowbridge Drive stating he has lived there since 2001.  
Murray Davis described his experience with flooding in his basement and his mitigation 
efforts including a sump pump in constant operation which requires attention and 
upkeep. 

Council members questioned Barbara Bray, Gloria Cousins and Murray Davis. 

Moved by Councillor Neal, seconded by Councillor Marimpietri, 
(42)  “Whereas the Trowbridge residents have experienced high water levels for a 
number of years; 

Whereas staff have been aware and have been investigating the area for flooding 
issues for a number of years; 

Be it resolved that staff advise Council as soon as possible for the costs to remedy 
this issue during the 2014 budget process.”  CARRIED ON THE FOLLOWING VOTE 

AFFIRMATIVE – Councillors Aker, Bouma, Chapman, Diamond, Marimpietri, Neal, 
Sanders, Pidwerbecki, Wood and Mayor Henry 

NEGATIVE – None 

Absent – Councillor England 
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Josh Bickle addressed City Council concerning the 2014 budget submission stating the 
budget submission indicates a 2.11% tax increase and Council members have not 
lessened the burden on taxpayers but instead taxes have continued to rise since 2010.  
Josh Bickle suggested there is a chance to reduce the City’s budget increase to 0% by 
looking at simple, small things and suggested Council could reduce the proposed 2014 
Budget by $2.4 million by implementing departmental budget decreases of 3.1% and 
accepting staff’s Potential Decreases list, and suggested further savings through a 
wage freeze for staff earning over $110,000 a year. 

Council members questioned Josh Bickle. 

Adam White addressed City Council concerning the 2014 Budget submission 
supporting Council continuing to fund the Arts and Culture Strategy.  Adam White 
described his positive experience at The Vault during the 2013 Space Invaders initiative 
and requested Council consider providing resources for rent and amenities to continue 
to grow a similar community concept downtown.  Adam White provided a list of 
initiatives in support of his vision for downtown Oshawa. 

Julia McCrea addressed City Council concerning the 2014 budget submission and 
raised questions pertaining to items such as recreation fee increases, contractual labour 
increases, reported inflation, expenditures on debt versus reserves and felt citizen 
advisory committees should be treated more equitably in terms of funding.  Julia 
McCrea questioned the municipal airport’s cost recovery targets, opposed incentives to 
developers and supported reducing residential property tax by increasing the tax levy on 
other classes. 

Council members questioned Julia McCrea. 

Daniel Hammond addressed City Council concerning the 2014 budget submission in 
support of increased cost control through less administration and suggested improved 
technology and departmental funding targets would achieve that.  Daniel Hammond 
stated programs in Oshawa cost more than other municipalities and the library is over-
staffed and its Board is inefficient and lacks accountability. 

Council members questioned Daniel Hammond. 

Larry Ladd addressed City Council concerning the 2014 Budget submission and 
requested Council identify efficiencies on the waterfront and move forward with the 
matching funds for a boat launch referred to in 1995 Crown Waterfront Regeneration 
Trust Fund Agreement.  Larry Ladd expressed disappointment the Oshawa Port 
Authority will not work with the City and encouraged Council to find a way to establish a 
public waterfront as soon as possible to drive away the possibility of the Federal 
government developing an ethanol plant there. 

Garfield White addressed City Council concerning the 2014 Budget submission stating 
City departments should cap their spending as he believes they will find a way to 
operate with less. Garfield White expressed his concern that each homeowner has to 
pay $100 more in municipal taxes on average this year and in five years it will be $500 
more.  Garfield White requested Council members use their business experience to 
show citizens what can be reduced to make Oshawa a comfortable and easy place to 
maintain a residence. 
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Council members questioned Garfield White. 

Moved by Councillor Pidwerbecki, seconded by Councillor Bouma, 
(43)  “That the meeting recess.”  CARRIED 

The meeting recessed at 8:35 p.m. and reconvened at 8:45 p.m.  All Council members 
were present following the recess except Councillors England and Neal. 

Debbie Grills addressed City Council concerning the 2014 Budget submission opposing 
Oshawa’s use of an administrative monetary penalties system because the community 
does not understand it allows the City to run an in-house court system and it is the only 
City that uses this system concerning animals.  Debbie Grills requested to know the 
cost of operating the administrative monetary penalties system and stated she is fearful 
lawsuits between the City and residents will increase due to inexperienced people 
implementing the system. 

Councillor Neal re-entered the meeting during the delegation. 

John Gray addressed City Council concerning the 2014 Budget submission supporting 
a focus on economic development and finding a way to retain General Motors and grow 
its footprint again, and attract new investment.  John Gray stated residents want to see 
value for money and suggested Council consider efficiencies in garbage collection to 
save $1.2 million per year.  John Gray suggested cutting contributions to reserves 
would be a mistake as Council would then have to borrow for upcoming projects such 
as the new fire station. 

Council members questioned John Gray. 

Dale Jodoin addressed City Council concerning the 2014 Budget submission in support 
of increased and accessible parking near the downtown core which is free after 
4:00 p.m. to attract people to stay downtown.  Dale Jodoin encouraged Council to look 
at ways to save money beyond staff’s recommendations, meet targets and reinvest 
savings in the community. 

Jeff Davis addressed City Council concerning the 2014 Budget submission supporting 
the on-line public discussion concerning the budget but felt there were many un-defined 
areas in the document.  Jeff Davis suggested the Oshawa Municipal Airport should be 
improved to generate revenue and the GM Centre should be financially viable instead of 
experiencing lost revenues. 

Moved by Councillor Diamond, seconded by Councillor Bouma, 
(44)  “That the delegation’s time be extended.”  CARRIED 

Jeff Davis continued his delegation stating if the GM Centre had a proper business plan 
eight years ago taxpayers would not be sinking money into it, and suggested economic 
development staff arrange to meet with the CEO of Porter Airlines while he is speaking 
at UOIT to discuss development at the Oshawa Municipal Airport with a view to 
increasing revenue. 

Council members questioned Jeff Davis. 
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Moved by Councillor Bouma, seconded by Councillor Marimpietri, 
(45)  “That the motion concerning Correspondence Request Item 1 from John Gray be 
lifted from the table.”  CARRIED 

The following motion was now before Council: 

“That Correspondence Item 1 from John Gray concerning the 2014 Budget 
submission be referred to the February 14, 2014.” 

The vote on the referral motion CARRIED ON THE FOLLOWING VOTE 

AFFIRMATIVE – Councillors Aker, Bouma, Chapman, Diamond, Marimpietri, Neal, 
Pidwerbecki, Sanders, Wood and Mayor Henry 

Negative – None 

Absent - Councillor England 

Moved by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Diamond, 
(46)  “That the rules of procedure be waived to permit a motion concerning flying the 
Pride Flag at City Hall during the Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia.”  CARRIED ON A 
2/3 VOTE OF MEMBERS PRESENT 

Moved by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Diamond, 
(47)  “Whereas the Olympic Games are being held in Sochi, Russia; and, 
 
Whereas Russia has an Anti-Gay law; and, 

Whereas Oshawa Council wants to show its support for all athletes competing in the 
2014 Olympic Games; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Pride Flag be flown on the Community Flag Poles at 
Oshawa City Hall until the 2014 Olympic Games end on February 23, 2014.”  CARRIED 
ON THE FOLLOWING VOTE 

AFFIRMATIVE – Councillors Aker, Bouma, Chapman, Diamond, Marimpietri, Neal, 
Sanders, Pidwerbecki, Wood and Mayor Henry 

NEGATIVE – None 

Absent – Councillor England 

CONFIRMING BY-LAW 

Moved by Councillor Diamond, seconded by Councillor Chapman, 
(48)  “That the Confirming By-law be passed.”  CARRIED 

16-2014 A By-law to confirm the City Council meeting of February 10, 2014. 
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ADJOURN 

Moved by Councillor Chapman, seconded by Councillor Sanders, 
(49)  “That the meeting adjourn.”  CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 
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