
 
Mayor’s Task Force on Community Safety, Security & Well-being  

June 24, 2022 - Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: Kelly Brown, Mayor Dan Carter, Chair Bob Chapman, Dave Saliba, 
Dr. Peter Stoett, Kiersten Allore-Engel, Fred Eismont, Noel 
Coppins, Sandra Black 

Staff:  Tracy Adams, Kevin Alexander, Shannon McFadyen, Paul Ralph, 
Haik Beglarov 

Regrets: Matt Bowles, Cindy Malachowski, Stephanie Skopyk, Todd Wilson, 
Steve Conaby, Phil Lyon  

Meeting Location: Cisco Webex Meeting 

Time:  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

1. Welcome 
Chair Chapman welcomed and thanked all Task Force members for joining. 

2. Review and Approval of the Minutes 
The minutes from May 27, 2022 were reviewed and no changes were made. 

3. Update on the Downtown Patrol  

Haik Beglarov, City of Oshawa 

Haik provided an update an overall downward trend of incidents:  

• 31 calls to Durham Regional Police Services (DRPS); 
• 60.26% incidents related to loitering and Trespass to Property;  
• 13.66% garbage, litter; 
• 8.57% medical, intoxication, drugs; 

Inspector Dave Saliba, Durham Regional Police Services (DRPS) 

Inspector Saliba reported receiving positive feedback from the business community 
regarding the downtown foot patrol that started in May 2022.  

The bicycle patrol allows the officers to visit more areas in a shorter period, enabling 
substantially more property checks.   
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Sandra Black, OSCC55+ 
Sandra provided information about an incident involving a staff member leaving the 
John Street Branch and wants to ensure employee safety when leaving work.  

4. Update on Region’s Actions 

Chair Bob Chapman 
Chair Chapman attended a meeting on Friday June 17, 2022, on behalf of the Mayor, 
with the newly elected MPP’s. Chair Chapman highlighted the following issues at this 
meeting:   

• Mental Health and Addiction: Association of Local Public Health Agencies 
(ALPHA) made a resolution requesting that the Provincial government treat the 
opioid crisis as an emergency;  

• Local support for mental health: when DRPS makes an apprehension and brings 
patients to Lakeridge Health Emergency Department, information that could be 
readily available collected by Primary Care Outreach Program (PCOP) and/or 
Back Door Mission is not being reviewed. In addition, patients are being released 
shortly after admission.  

• Mayor Carter and Chair Chapman will meet with Lakeridge Health to 
discuss the process.   

• Lack of beds at rehabilitation centers for both mental health and addictions: those 
assessed at Emergency Departments require a place to have a proper 
assessment done. In addition, the courts require an alternative location to send a 
person with mental health issues who is guilty of committing a crime so that they 
can receive the proper treatment and support.  

• Ambulance Code Zeros (when there are no available ambulances in Durham): 
requesting hospitals do “Fit to Sit”, where a triage nurse evaluates and takes 
possession of a patient from the ambulance, clearing the ambulance to leave;  

• Affordable housing: there are 8,200 people on a waitlist for affordable housing in 
Durham. The MPP’s requested a breakdown by riding, as not everyone on the 
waitlist currently lives in Durham. Durham Region staff are completing this 
request.  

Kiersten Allore-Engel, Region of Durham 

Kiersten gave an update on the Durham Region Community Safety and Well-Being 
Plan:  

• Meeting with subject matter expert’s on evaluation metrics to design a 
framework. Draft evaluation metrics circulating with community partners.  

• Finalizing steps under the Oshawa Age-Friendly portfolio, related to the Inclusive 
Community Grant, to provide technical support to regionally owned and operated 
long-term care homes. This is to help residents connect with family, friends and 



Mayor’s Task Force on Community Safety, Security & Well-Being - Minutes 
June 24, 2022  Page 3 of 5 
 

the community for educational opportunities, online events, etc.  Currently 
working through the grant to help promote the On Demand transit system;   

• Presented to the Durham’s Children and Youth Planning Network and The 
Durham Elder Abuse Network, and discussed how to best support them;  

• Expanding the searchable catalogue on www.durham.ca/cswp to include work 
from the municipal level. Working with City of Oshawa to expand further;  

• Met with the Downtown Senior Leadership Task Force to identify next steps, 
develop evaluation metrics on communication strategies and refine action items; 

• Working with DRPS on race-based data collection. This involves meeting and 
collaborating to identify best practices in other communities, including the Region 
of Peel and the City of Hamilton where some early work has been done.  

Kiersten gave an update on the virtual June 10, 2022 Community and Well-Being GTHA 
Symposium. The event was attended by more than 250 representatives from the 
Region of Durham, Durham Regional Police Services, York Region, Halton Region, 
Peel Region, the City of Toronto and City of Hamilton.   

The symposium provided an opportunity to learn from one another and to continue the 
conversation on action for improved community safety and well-being in the GTHA. It 
was an opportunity to work collaboratively, to raise awareness about priority risk areas, 
share best practices, discuss the escalation of violence across the GTHA and identify 
action items. The symposium will help inform the implementation of Durham Region’s 
CSWB Plan.  

Kiersten will be preparing a summary report for Durham Region Council the week of 
June 25. She will also provide a report to Leah for distribution. 

5. Update on City’s Action 

Haik Beglarov, City Of Oshawa   

Haik advised that the completion of CCTV camera installation in Parking Garage 1 
(Centre Street) is delayed to the end of July/ first week of August due to a 
manufacturing delay. An additional six cameras are being installed in and around the 
downtown core, in conjunction with DRPS.  

Municipal Law Enforcement is continuing collaborations three times a week for an hour 
with Cornerstone and Back Door Mission. 

6. Other Business as brought up by Task Force Members 

Sandra Black, OSCC55+ 

Sandra reports increased police presence in the park is working, but there are more 
unsheltered individuals gathering on both corners of Simcoe Street and is concerned 
about the potential of increased criminal incidents.  

http://www.durham.ca/cswp
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Dr. Peter Stoett, Ontario Tech University 
Dr. Stoett reported a successful symposium on the opioid crises held on June 16, 2022. 
There was approximately 25 experts from local organizations in attendance. Dr. Stoett 
will share recommendations resulting from the symposium. Dr. Stoett also noted that 
the opioid issue affects all sectors of society. 

Fred Eismont, Resident 
Fred suggested increased communications to residents promoting the many activities 
available in the city for the whole family to enjoy.   

Noel Coppins, RE/MAX Jazz 
Noel held a well-received tour of Oshawa with some fellow real estate agents. The 
group visited The Robert McLaughlin Gallery, McLaughlin Library and Parkwood Estate, 
and received amazing hospitality from the City staff at each venue.  

Kelly Brown, Region of Durham – Primary Care Outreach Program (PCOP) 
Kelly reported that it is very busy, and people are being hospitalized with drug 
poisoning.  

PCOP is providing support to as many people as possible. Kelly noted improvement at 
the micro homes with the increase in police involvement.   

Shannon McFadyen, City of Oshawa  
Shannon provided an update on the “If you see it, report it!” campaign: Curbex signs are 
being installed in July and August. In addition, door hangers are available - let Shannon 
know if you need any materials.  

The City is sharing DRPS social media posts which are receiving a positive response.  

Economic Development Services is providing a monthly Mayor’s Statement to the 
business community, and a monthly e-newsletter to the downtown Oshawa businesses. 
They also did a great job decorating downtown for Convocation!  

Mayor Dan Carter 
Mayor Carter thanked DRPS and Economic Development Services for a successful 
Convocation.  

He is appreciative of the DRPS Drug Squad’s efforts taking lethal drugs and guns off 
the streets.  

The Ontario’s Big City Mayor’s Caucus meeting was held on Friday June 17, 2022. The 
Mayors have requested an urgent meeting with the Prime Minister, the Premier and all 
Ministers to address the chronic homelessness, mental health and addictions crisis that 
is overwhelming our communities.   
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On February 22, 2022, Council considered Report FIN-22-22, which recommended 
increasing security patrols in the downtown core. City Council approved Report FIN-22-
22 and directed that it be sent to Regional Council for cost sharing consideration.   

At its June 22 Regional Council meeting, Durham Region staff recommended denying 
cost sharing of increased security patrols in the downtown as outlined in Report FIN-22-
22. At the Regional Council meeting, Mayor Carter requested that Durham Region staff 
consult with DRPS, Oshawa Economic Development, The Greater Chamber of 
Commerce, the Downtown Oshawa Business Association, the Durham Region Health 
Department and Social Services, and compile the findings in a staff report outlining the 
challenges the City of Oshawa is facing. The report was deferred to the new Regional 
Council, likely to be addressed in January 2023.   

Mayor Carter stated that he will continue to seek support from all levels of government, 
and will continue to advocate for investment in housing, social services and health care 
to ensure the most vulnerable in our community are taken care of with the necessary 
services and programs that they require.  

Chair Bob Chapman 
Chair Chapman reminded everyone of summer events such as Canada Day at 
Lakeview Park as well as Kars on King and concerts at the Memorial Park Bandshell in 
the downtown. July 20 is the 80th anniversary of the first concert at the Bandshell and 
Chair Chapman will be the Master of Ceremony for this event.  

Chair Chapman thanked everyone for their participation on the Task Force to date.  

7. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Friday, September 23, 2022. 
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