
 
Mayor’s Task Force on Community Safety, Security & Well-being  

May 27, 2022 - Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: Mayor Dan Carter, Chair Bob Chapman, Kelly Brown, Steve 
Conaby, Dave Saliba, Dr. Peter Stoett, Mark Pillman 

Staff:  Tracy Adams, Kevin Alexander, Phil Lyon, Shannon McFadyen 

Regrets: Matt Bowles, Cindy Malachowski, Stephanie Skopyk, Todd Wilson, 
Paul Ralph, Fred Eismont, Noel Coppins, Sandra Black, Kiersten 
Allore-Engel, Haik Beglarov 

Meeting Location: Cisco Webex Meeting 

Time:  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

1. Welcome 
Chair Chapman welcomed and thanked all Task Force members for joining. 

2. Review and Approval of the Minutes 
The minutes from April 22, 2022 were reviewed and no changes were made. 

3. Update on the Downtown Patrol  

Kevin Alexander, City of Oshawa  
Kevin Alexander provided an update on the additional security patrols which 
commenced in the downtown core in November 2021, in partnership with Municipal Law 
Enforcement. From November 29 to May 20, 2022, there have been approximately 
2,500 incidents, which comprise of: 

• 111 calls to Durham Regional Police Services (DRPS); 
• 74% loitering and Trespass to Property;  
• 10% medical, intoxication, drugs; 
• 11% garbage, litter; 
• 2.5 % graffiti, vandalism; 
• 1% fires; 
• 1% arrests. 
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Chair Bob Chapman   

Chair Chapman noted that the Oshawa Senior Community Centres, The Robert 
McLaughlin Gallery and the Library have seen an increased presence of unsheltered 
individuals and number of incidents; however, outdoor activities are done with little 
interference. 

Inspector Dave Saliba, Durham Regional Police Services (DRPS) 

Inspector Saliba reports that so far this year:  

• Crime and disorder calls have decreased collectively by 19%;  
• Disturbance calls decreased by 18%, majority are unwanted/ suspicious persons; 
• Crime-related calls decreased 21%, mainly related to thefts, frauds, and assaults.   

The Downtown Project has been running since the start of the year and will be 
significantly enhanced as of Monday May 30. There will be an increased visible 
presence of officers on foot and on bicycle within the downtown core with a focus on: 1) 
providing education; 2) providing assistance to those in need; and 3) enforcement.   

Inspector Saliba is very pleased with the efforts from the Community Response Team 
as the team is focused on the downtown core and surrounding areas.  

Mark Pillman, Acting Patrol Services Leader, DRPS 

Mark introduced himself as the Acting Patrol Services Leader and advised that Sargent 
Scott Green is the new Sargent for the Community Response Team. He also thanked 
the City for their social media support in retweeting and sharing DRPS messages.  

Dr. Peter Stoett, Ontario Tech University 

Dr. Stoett reminded the Committee of the June 16 Symposium on the opioid issue 
where participants will be joining from various organizations across the Region, 
including DRPS. Peter will provide an update at the June meeting. 

This year, the University Convocation will be held at the North Campus, outdoors. Next 
year will be back downtown with a major event.   

4. Update on Region’s Actions 

Chair Bob Chapman 

In June, there will be a report from staff on the Ritson Road School property.  

There has been no update on the Code of Conduct from the Region as it is still in 
progress.  

Approval was granted to move forward with the Beaverton Supportive Housing Project. 
This project began in 2019 / 2020; however, there have been several delays which has 
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resulted in later occupation (spring 2023) as well as a price increase due to the 
Pandemic, and supply chain issues. 

Mayor Dan Carter  

Mayor Carter noted that Durham Regional Non-Profit Housing Corporation has 
partnered with Habitat for Humanity to create new opportunities for economically 
challenged people that are looking to enter the housing market down in Normandy.   

A redevelopment is being done at Conant Place at Simcoe and Wentworth, where a 
healthy and vibrant community is being created.  

The Mayor continues to advocate to the Regional Chair and other Mayors in the Region 
to have Micro Homes in their municipalities. The goal is for each community to provide 
at least 10-20 of these units in their communities.   

Mayor Carter recommended everyone read the book “San Fran Sicko” which outlines 
how other large cities have dealt with the housing, shelter and opioid crisis.   

5. Update on City’s Action 

Phil Lyon, City of Oshawa 

Phil provided an update on the revised Lot Maintenance By-law, which will allow a faster 
response time on items such property cleanup, graffiti, debris, etc. This addresses Item 
25 of the Community Safety, Security and Well-Being in Oshawa’s Downtown Area 
Action Plan (“Action Plan”).  

At the June 6 Corporate Services Committee, a report concerning the management of 
discarded shopping carts will be on the agenda, which addresses Item 31 of the Action 
Plan.  

Staff are continuing daily and overnight patrols with Corporate Security as well as 
working with the social services agencies to connect those who are unsheltered with the 
appropriate services and supports.  

Shannon McFadyen, City of Oshawa  

There is a relaunch of the “If you see it, report it!” campaign, which provides clarity on 
items to be reported to Service Oshawa and DRPS. Promotional material is available 
and has been provided to Economic Development staff to have on hand when 
interacting with businesses, and to DRPS for their Downtown Project launch on 
Monday. Shannon to work with Leah to have materials provided to Fred Eismont as well 
as order more materials.    

Large Curbex signs will be posted along the trails again, to encourage pedestrians to 
report instances such as criminal activity, litter, etc. It will also be promoted through the 
City’s website and social media accounts.  
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Kevin Alexander, City of Oshawa   

Kevin reported that installation of emergency beacons with CCTV cameras at Parking 
Garage 3 (Mary Street) is complete, and they are almost complete at Parking Garage 1 
(Centre Street). Next phase is the installation of beacons in the other garage.  

Steve Conaby, Greater Oshawa Chamber of Commerce 

Steve is looking for ideas on how to best communicate with and engage the downtown 
business community to let them know that positive changes are occurring. 

Mayor Dan Carter   

Mayor Carter reiterated that he is always willing to meet with business owners.   

Inspector Dave Saliba, Durham Regional Police Services  

Inspector Saliba stated that it is a priority for the officers in the downtown to have 
continuous two-way communication with business owners. The team of downtown 
officer’s working with the business will stay consistent to build these relationships.  

Mark Pillman, Durham Regional Police Services  

Mark advised that the DRPS social media presence will be enhanced as Twitter will be 
updated frequently indicating whereabouts, daily focus, etc. (Twitter: @DRPS, 
@DRPScediv)   

Shannon McFadyen, City of Oshawa 

The City will share DRPS social media updates and requested that DRPS share the 
City’s “If you see it, report it!” campaign messages.   

6. Other business as brought up by Task Force Members 

Kelly Brown, Region of Durham – Primary Care Outreach Program (PCOP) 

Kelly provided an update that there is an increase in unsheltered people as a result of 
the warmer weather.  

Kelly advised that it would be helpful if PCOP (and other services) could collaborate 
with hospitals for intake of vulnerable, high-risk individuals, as they are familiar with their 
patterns, behaviors and norms. There is a concern that the hospitals are only looking at 
drug-use, and not underlying mental health issues. Often these individuals are released 
within 24 hours, and there is increased concern for their health and well-being. 

Mayor Dan Carter 

Mayor Carter stated that hospital beds need to be made available for mental health and 
addiction patients and has raised the lack of available beds with the Premier.   
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Mayor Carter will arrange a meeting with himself, the Chief of Staff at Lakeridge Health - 
Dr. Tony Stone, Councillor Chapman, Kelly and Frank from the PCOP team, and 
Inspector Saliba (as this would be beneficial to officers making apprehensions under the 
Mental Health Act).   

7. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Friday, June 24, 2022. 
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