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City of Oshawa By-law No. 72-96, as amended, controls the details of signs in the City by defining 
rules related to their size, location and the type of sign permitted..   

The following Temporary Signs require a Sign Permit.   

 

COMMERCIAL MOBILE SIGN 
COMMERCIAL MOBILE SIGN” means a TEMPORARY MOBILE SIGN which contains a 
commercial message or reference or directs PERSONS to a commercial enterprise. 

Note, COMMERCIAL MOBIE SIGNS are also subject to requirements as identified in applicable 
Site Plan Agreements. Prior to the submission of your temporary sign permit application, please 
forward the site address to our Zoning team at zoningexaminer@oshawa.ca to determine if the 
property is eligible for commercial mobile signs.  

 
Regulations: 
 
Min. Front Yard Setback: 1.0 m 
Min. Side Yard Setback: 7.5 m 
Min. Rear Yard Setback: 7.5 m  
Min. Setback from a Residential Zone: 7.5 m 
Min. Separation of Mobile Signs Located on the Same Lot: 15.0 m 

 
General Requirements 
1. Commercial Mobile signs are only permitted in commercial, industrial and airport zones as set 

out in Zoning By-law 60-94.  They are not permitted in the Central Business District 

2. Commercial Mobile signs are not permitted on vacant or residential lots. 

3. Commercial Mobile signs must be accessory to the lawful business on the lot 

1. The maximum display period per year for a commercial mobile sign is 120 days. 

2. The maximum sign height is 2.3m, and the maximum sign area is 6.0m2. 

4. The sign cannot be illuminated by a flashing, intermittent, or rotating, or changing light, beacon 

or beam. 

5. The sign cannot obstruct pedestrian traffic  

6. The sign must comply with the electrical safety code. 

7. Electrical wires are not permitted on a parking lot, driveway or walkway. 
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SANDWICH BOARD SIGN 
“SANDWICH BOARD SIGN” means a free standing portable TEMPORARY SIGN supported by its 
own weight and includes an A-frame, A-board and a T-frame SIGN with advertising. 

 
General Requirements 
1. Sandwich Board signs are only permitted in the Central Business District (CBD). 

2. Sandwich Board signs must maintain both a 1.8, minimum width for pedestrian traffic within the 

boulevard and a 0.6m minimum setback from the curb or edge of the traveled portion of the 

street. 

3. Sandwich Board signs must be made of plastic, metal or wood and must include an additional 

weight attached for stability and wind resistance that is situated under the tent of the Sandwich 

Board sign. 

4. Sandwich Board signs must be accessory to a lawful business within 3m of the sign. 

3. Sandwich Board signs must be 3m from any other Sandwich Board sign 

4. Sandwich Board signs must be at least 1m from any pay and display parking machines, street 

furniture or waste receptacles. 

5. Sandwich Board signs may not interfere with or obstruct any snow removal or maintenance. 

6. Sandwich Board signs must not be erected outside the hours of operation of any business 

relating to the Sandwich Board sign. 

7. Sandwich Board signs must clearly indicate the name of the business or the building unit 

number where the business is located. 

8. The maximum sign height is 1m, and the maximum width is 0.6m. 

9. Only one Sandwich Board sign is permitted for each business unit identified by a municipal 

address within the CBD. 

10. A business unit located on an upper floor of a building is eligible for a Sandwich Board sign 

provided the business unit has a separate front entrance from the street/road such that the 

upper floor entrance is separated from the ground floor entrance. 
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SPECIAL EVENT BANNER 
“SPECIAL EVENT BANNER” means a BANNER SIGN which is a TEMPORARY SIGN promoting 
or advertising an undertaking or event and which is displayed over a CITY STREET. 
 
General Requirements 
1. Special Event Banners are only permitted over streets and are permitted in all Commercial 

Zones. 

2. Special Event Banners must have a minimum clearance of 5.5m from the street. 

3. Special Event Banners shall NOT be attached to any street hardware, utility pole or tree. 

4. If a Special Event Banner connects to private property, permission from affected property 

owner must be obtained. 

5. Special Event Banners shall remain a minimum of 4 weeks after erection, except where when 

the event is complete, in which case it must be removed immediately. 

6. Public Liability Insurance must be in place in form, content and amount satisfactory to the City.  

This insurance policy must name the City as a co-insured and shall be in place for the time 

required for the installation and removal of the Special Event Banner and/or support system.   

 

SIGNS ASSOCIATED WITH A TEMPORARY SALES OFFICE 
 
General Requirements 
1. Signs Associated with a Temporary Sales Office must be located on or within 50m of an 

approved Temporary Sales Office.   

2. A Building Permit application for Signs Associated with a Temporary Sales Office must be 

obtained once a temporary sign permit is approved by the Commissioner. 

 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Temporary Sign INFO per type_april 2025 - Table updated.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


