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COwWAN HOUSE

39 ATHOL STREET WEST
CITY OF OSHAWA

PLAN H50004 BLOCK D LOTS 2,9, 11, 12, PART 1, 10 IRREGULAR (JOINT WITH ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH)
PART LOT 11, CONCESSION 1, EAST WHITBY TOWNSHIP

LoT HISTORY

The Crown patent for the two hundred acres of Lot 11, Concession 1, East Whitby, was issued on
January 3, 1828, to King's College. In that year, many of the Clergy Reserves were transferred by
the Crown to King's College, allowing the College the right to sell or lease each lot to raise funds.
In July 1828, an agreement was signed between King's College and Joseph Gorman for the use of
the lot. Gorman bought the parcel in June 1837 and the following month sold 122 acres to John
McGrigor [McGregor]. McGrigor began to sell building lots, then on April 2, 1855, a plan of

subdivision was registered by Eunice McGrigor.

The subject parcel began as Lots 2 and 12, the north quarter of Lot 9, and the north four-fifths of
Lot 11, Block D, McGrigor's Plan. The early root of ownership for these lots is not clearly
defined. Richard Lee Holland may have been the first to assemble the subject parcel in the 1840s.

On January 21, 1858, Georgina and Richard Holland sold 72 perche' of Lot 2 (and presumably
other land) to Elizabeth Sutton.? It is possible that Elizabeth Sutton and her spouse had a dwelling
built on the subject property after 1858. By 1868, Elizabeth was a widow in Darlington township.

On May 23, 1868, druggist Thomas Charles Sutton and his wife, Elizabeth Mary, of the town of
Windsor, Essex County, and widow Elizabeth Sutton of the township of Darlington, Durham
County, sold Lots 2 and 12, the north quarter of Lot 9, and the north four-fifths of Lot 11, Block

D, to Susan Cowan. Susan was the wife of William Frederick Cowan of Oshawa. The sale price

I A perch is a measurement about five inches in length.
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was $2200. 3

WILLIAM F. AND JOHN COWAN

Born in Ulster, Ireland, William Frederick Cowan and his older brother, John, arrived in Toronto
with their parents and other siblings in 1841. Within a month, their father died of typhoid fever.
As the two oldest sons in the family, John and William (also known as Frederick) finished their
schooling and began working in the retail business. In 1856, the brothers opened a dry goods store

in Toronto, and then a branch store near Port Perry.

In 1862, a branch store managed by William was opened in Oshawa on King Street West. John
joined William in Oshawa in 1866 and together they had the commercial Cowan Block built on
the south side of King Street, west of Simcoe Street. In 1867, John became the manager of
Oshawa Manufacturing (Cedar Dale Works) farm implements business owned by A.S. Whiting.
He soon bought out Whiting's partner, E.C. Tuttle. Five years later, he sold his share back to
Whiting.

In 1872-73, John and William founded one of Oshawa's larger industries, the Ontario Malleable
Iron Company, with John as the first and longest serving president. William was vice-president
until his death in 1918. The Cowans also were associated with T.N. and W.H. Gibbs in
establishing the Ontario Loan and Savings Co. in 1873 and the Western Bank in 1874. William
was president of Standard Bank when the Western Bank and Ontario Loan and Savings collapsed,
along with the Gibbs' fortune, in 1879. The two financial institutions came under the control of

the Cowans and later merged with Standard Bank.

In 1902, William Cowan, J.D. Storie, and H.T. Carswell organized the Oshawa Steam and Gas
Fitting company, renamed Fittings Ltd. in 1910. Through Fittings and their earlier industrial and
financial dealings, the Cowans amassed a considerable fortune. They always remained committed

to the wellbeing of Oshawa, serving as trustees for various agencies including the children's

2 Walter J. Sutton (relationship unknown) is listed in the 1857-58 Canada Directory as a chemist and druggist in
Oshawa. The name Sutton could not be located in the 1861 census.

3 The 1857-58 Canada Directory lists an A.B. Sutton as a chemist, druggist, distiller, and wine and liquor dealer in
Windsor.
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shelter, Oshawa General Hospital, Board of Education, and Public Library. John was mayor in
1887. William was on town council for several years and mayor from 1889 to 1894. They both

were avid supporters of St. George's Anglican church.

John died, unmarried, on April 8, 1915. William died a widower on October 28, 1918. A brother,
Robert James, died, unmarried, on February 12, 1920. Frederick William Cowan was the executor

for his father William, and uncles John and Robert James.

CoOwAN HOUSES

It was Susan, the wife of William Cowan, who bought the subject property on Athol Street West
in 1868. According to the census, William was 41 in 1871. Susan (Groves), 30, was born in
Ontario but of Irish background. Their son Frederick was five and born in Ontario. Also in the
household was Eliza Groves, 34. They owned three quarters of an acre and one house. There is a
tradition that Frederick was born in the Athol Street house on January 8, 1867. This suggests that

the Cowans may have first rented the house from Elizabeth Sutton.

In October 1867, Charlotte Cowan, the widowed mother of William and John, bought a portion of
Park Lot 2, Plan H50015 ("with other lots"). She bought Park Lot 1 on November 2, 1870. The
Cowans are believed to have erected a house on this property bounded by Centre, McGrigor, and
Simcoe streets. According to the 1871 census, Charlotte, 50; John, 35; and another brother,
Richard (or Robert) James, 28, a clerk, owned five acres and two houses. In 1928, family
executor Frederick William Cowan, sold to William Eric Phillips and his wife Eileen
McLaughlin. The Cowan house was demolished to build the dwelling now known as the YWCA
Adelaide House at 33 McGrigor Street.

LEWIS HART LEE

In June 1875, Susan and William Cowan sold the Athol Street parcel to Lewis Hart Lee. Lee was
an Oshawa manufacturer. He bought and fully mortgaged the property with William for $6000. It
is possible that this sale was more a method of exchanging cash for a possible business

development than Lee's need for accommodation. In November 1878, Lee and his wife, Grace V.,
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sold to the Oshawa Malleable Iron Company, owned by William and John Cowan. By then, Lee

was a manufacturer living in Toronto. The sale price was again $6000.

THOMAS H. MCMILLAN

In October 1883, Malleable Iron sold Lot 2, north quarter of Lot 9, and north four fifths of Lot 11,
Block D, to Thomas H. McMillan, described as an Oshawa bank cashier. The exception was a
strip of 84 links of the north four-fifths of Lot 11 that had been sold to the Incorporated Synod of
the Diocese of Toronto. The sale price to McMillan was $2500.

Thomas McMillan was born on a Pickering township farm in August 1840. His education was at
a rural school and his business training from working in a general store in a small town for
several years. As a young man, he moved to Whitby where he established himself as a general
merchant. There he served on Council, became reeve, and was warden of Ontario County.

About 1872, McMillan met John and William Cowan who were in the process of forming the
Ontario Loan and Savings Company. This was during a critical period of Oshawa's history when
most local industries were financially depressed or recently bankrupt. When the Company was
organized in 1873, McMillan became the secretary and soon became general manager. His forty
year legacy was his astute sense of when to offer financial assistance to the people and businesses
of Oshawa. OL&S closed in 1920 with a history of successful clients from farmers to

industrialists.

McMillan also was one of the founders and general manager of the Western Bank of Canada. The
Bank was an important factor in Oshawa from 1874 until it amalgamated with the Standard Bank

of Canada in 1909. According to a history of the Western Bank of Canada:

Thomas Henry McMillan (1839-1917) was a native of the township of Pickering, and was for
some years in business in Whitby as a general merchant. He is said to have acted as the Whitby
agent of the Hon. Thos. N. Gibbs. A block of white brick buildings on the east side of Brock
Street, Whitby, a short distance north of King, still bears the inscription "T.H. McM., 1864.' While
quite young he held municipal office in Whitby, serving on the Board of Audit of the county of
Ontario in 1871 and 1872. He was one of the group which founded the Ontario Loan and Savings
Company in Oshawa and he managed it from its commencement in 1872 until its liquidation in
1915. It is said that the idea of this company originated in Whitby, but the majority of the
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subscribers turning out to be residents of Oshawa, it was opened in that town, and McMillan
moved there. He also conducted an insurance business in Oshawa.

According to the 1891 census, Thomas was 51 that year. His wife, Louisa, was 52. She was born
in Ireland. Their children at home were Ester, 27; Ellen, 25; Harry, 24; Lilly, 20; Maud, 18;
Arthur, 16; Violet, 14; and Charles, 12. Their dwelling was brick, two storeys, with fourteen

rooms. Thomas was a banker and Harry a bank clerk.

In 1901, Thomas (born August 25, 1840) and Louisa (August 10, 1840) had [Ada] (May 14,
1871); Violet (July 6, 1878); and [Lenor] (August 9, 1882) at home. Their single family house on
Lot 2 Athol Street was brick with ten rooms.

Oshawa lost its mainstay of financiers within five years. John Cowan died in 1915, Thomas
McMillan on May 5, 1917, William Cowan in 1918, and Robert James Cowan in 1920. William's
son, Frederick, was executor for his father and uncles. Frederick's wife, Lily, was the daughter of

Thomas and Louisa McMillan.

COMMEMORATION

On June 10, 1919, the executors for McMillan sold the property to his son-in-law, Frederick
Cowan for $12,000. For Frederick, this coincidentally was his birthplace and his wife's childhood
home. In August 1920, he transferred the property to the Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of
Toronto for the use of St. George's Anglican church as a rectory. A commemorative plaque on the
house reads: "House and gardens for many years the home of Mr. and Mrs. T.H. McMillan in

memory of them given by daughter and son-in-law Lily M. and Fred. W. Cowan."

Frederick and Lily commemorated the accomplishments of their families in several ways. At the
opening of the new church building in May 1924, Frederick donated a stained glass window in
memory of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. F.W. Cowan, and his uncles. All were members of the

church for over fifty years.
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In 1930, two memorial windows were installed at the rear of the Oshawa branch of the Bank
of Commerce, formerly the Standard Bank of Canada.* Thomas McMillan was recognized
as founder and general manager of the Western Bank of Canada; William Cowan as founder

and president of the Standard Bank (Canadian Bank of Commerce) from 1883 to 1918.

ST. GEORGE'S MEMORIAL CHURCH

St. George's Anglican parish was established in 1843. About 1848, the first frame church
was built at the northeast corner of King Street and Park Road. Ten years later, a second
church was erected at the corner of John and Centre streets. A monument in Memorial Park
commemorates its location. A frame parsonage built in the 1860s, was replaced about 1876 by

a brick building. The parsonage was on the site of the present church building.

Fundraising began in 1914 for the construction of a new church. In August 1920,
Frederick Cowan transferred the former McMillan house to the Incorporated Synod of the
Diocese of Toronto for use as a rectory. The cornerstone of the new church building, St.
George's Memorial Church, was laid on October 7, 1922. It opened in May 1924, the year
Oshawa became a City. In 1953, a new parish hall was attached to the church through the choir

vestry.

By 1962, the downtown location of the McMillan house rectory made it no longer suitable as
a family home. Another rectory building was acquired and the house was converted to
meeting rooms for parish groups and an apartment for assistant curates.

In 1976, a Cowan House Committee was formed by the church "to research the needs of
the parish to fulfill its responsibilities as the Body of Christ in the community, with special
regard to making the best use of the building." In 1978, plans were approved for the
revitalization of the historic building into a Parish House. On September 17, there was a service
of Holy Eucharist and the Rededication of Cowan House. It now (2002) contains offices for

the parish clergy and secretarial staff as well as meeting rooms. °

ARCHITECTURE

4 The Bank of Commerce, Oshawa branch, was located at the northeast corner of King and Simcoe streets in 1930.
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DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

In 1858, Elizabeth Sutton bought a larger parcel of land that contains the subject property. By
1868, she was a widow living in Darlington township. It is possible that the house was
constructed in this decade of Sutton ownership. William Cowan arrived in Oshawa in 1862. He
and his wife Susan's first child, Frederick, is believed to have been born in the house in January
1867. Susan bought the property in May 1868 from Thomas C. Sutton of Windsor and Elizabeth

Sutton, a widow in Darlington township. There is no tradition that the Cowans built the house.

A reminiscence about the McMillan house appears in a history of St. George's written by
Kathleen M. Rose. The reminiscence is presumed to be that of Lily Cowan, who lived in the

house from 1883 (when she was age eleven):¢

I recall the entrance hall with the drawing room on the left and the sitting-room on the right, both
with a fireplace; adjoining the sitting-room was the dining room, and the kitchen beyond. Later
the dining-room was considerably enlarged, and a stairway added from it, which led up to the
bedrooms that were built on to the back of the house. (This stairway is not the stately stairway
that leads upstairs from the front entrance.) Upstairs there were four or five original bedrooms.
The house was originally grey brick with white trim and green shutters. (Later it was stuccoed.)
The walls were very thick.

There was a long, covered verandah facing the east garden, a high board-fence around the
property, a tennis court on the east side, a carriage-house and stable facing Centre Street; a cow
was kept when the children were young, and a horse and buggy until the advent of the motor-car.
In 1881 the streets were lit by oil lamps, but I do not know what lighting was used in the house at
that time however, electric lighting was introduced in Oshawa by 1887.

STYLE AND FORM

This is a rectangular shaped dwelling with a rear addition. The 3-bay front facade faces north to
Athol Street. Although the main house maintains the symmetry of early Georgian styling, the low
hip roof and eave brackets give it the flair of the Italianate style.

Along the east side at the rear there is a two storey, gable roofed structure with a centre Gothic
gable. This is believed to have replaced a two storey addition at the centre rear that was accessed
by the middle openings on both storeys. There is a new, flat roofed, one storey entrance at the

west junction of the addition to the main house.

> Some information extracted from "Cowan House" by Ruth Park, St. George's Archivist, 1997; and "St. George's
Memorial Anglican Church Historical Background."
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FOUNDATION

The foundation is unknown but is likely fieldstone.

WALL CLADDING
The building was described by a previous occupant as "grey brick with white trim and green
shutters." Grey is unusual for nineteenth century construction as most bricks were in shades of

red, red-orange, or buff-yellow. The building is now coated with light grey stucco plaster.

ROOF

The roof is a low pitched, hipped type. The cladding is asphalt shingles. The eaves are decorated
with Italianate style carved brackets positioned along a plain freize. The wood soffit boards are
tongue and groove. Now missing what was probably a pair of large chimney stacks, the roof

appears out of proportion for the massing of the dwelling.

WINDOW OPENINGS

The window openings are flat and have been recessed by the buildup of exterior cladding. The
window trim has been removed and the sashes replaced. The shutters are non functional. The
centre window of the upper level of the front facade likely was a door opening to access the roof
of the original portico. Similarly, there is an oversized opening in the centre rear that accessed the

second storey of the original rear addition.

PORTICO

The existing open portico of the front entrance is composed of four turned columns supporting a
moulded cornice and flat roof. There are remnants of the corner posts of a hand rail that existed
on the roof. The portico is likely a replacement of the original portico or verandah.

A former occupant noted that there was a "long, covered verandah facing the east garden."

DOORCASE

6 St. George's, Our Heritage: A History of St. George's Memorial Church (Anglican), Oshawa, 1984, p.118.
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The classical doorcase is an unusual configuration of two narrow sidelights flanking a door-width
transom. The sidelights are divided from the transom by two carved brackets. Two matching
brackets divide the sidelights from the wall surface. The panelled wood door is obscured by a

modern metal storm door.

SETTING
At the corner of Athol and Centre streets facing a high rise government building and backed by
St. George's church, the McMillan house no longer enjoys a residential neighbourhood. Most of

the grounds have been paved for parking.

CONDITION
The style and form of this dwelling have been maintained and some of the revitalization work has
been sympathetic. The stucco finish and the removal of chimneys, window trim, and other

original elements detract from its architectural integrity.

SIGNIFICANCE

Although some of the architectural integrity of this dwelling at 39 Athol Street West has been
eroded, it is recognizable as a Georgian style dwelling with Italianate elements. Likely built just
after 1858 for Elizabeth Sutton (and her husband), the house was the birthplace of Frederick W.
Cowan in 1867. Frederick was the son of Oshawa manufacturer, William Cowan, and his wife,
Susan (Groves). It also was the childhood home of Frederick's wife, Lily. Her father, Oshawa
financier Thomas McMillan, bought the property in 1883 when Lily was about age eleven. The
property and house were donated in 1920 by Frederick and Lily for use as a rectory for St.
George's Anglican church. The donation was in memory of Lily's parents, Thomas and Louisa
McMillan. Now known as Cowan House, the building serves some of the administrative needs of

St. George's parish.
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SUMMARY

Ithough some of the architectural integrity of this dwelling at 39 Athol Street West

has been eroded, it is recognizable as a Georgian style dwelling with Italianate
elements. Likely built just after 1858 for Elizabeth Sutton (and her husband), the house was the
birthplace of Frederick W. Cowan in 1867. Frederick was the son of Oshawa manufacturer,
William Cowan, and his wife, Susan (Groves). It also was the childhood home of Frederick's
wife, Lily. Her father, Oshawa financier Thomas McMillan, bought the property in 1883 when
Lily was about age eleven. The property and house were donated in 1920 by Frederick and Lily
for use as a rectory for St. George's Anglican church. The donation was in memory of Lily's
parent, Thomas and Louisa McMillan. Now (2002) known as Cowan House, the building serves

some of the administrative needs of St. George's parish.
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THE ONTARIO LOAM & SAVINCS CO.

One of Oshawa's most promineat financial ia-
stitutions, and one whose head office is aity-
ated here, i»s The Ontario Loan and Havings
Company. This Company waa organized in 1873
aad incorparaied under the Building Societien
Act. Their capital atock of £300,000 |y fully paid

W. P. Cowan.
up aod they also have a Hest Aecount of
T,

The Ontario Loan and Kaviugs Company has,
ever since lts organitaiion, been, under the di-
Teet mansgement of My T H. MeMillan, the
founder. It has been uwing 1o Mis shrewd and
careful supervision that the Company has been
able 10 30 suceessfully incresase in strength and
influence and this is now recognized by finan.
clal men as one of the soundest foatitutions of
ita kind. A general businesa is done in loan.
ing money on Arstclass asauted morigages, and
deposita are received and bear interest at good
rates.

This inatitution Yan been ol very great os

T. H. Mchilllan.

siitatice o the farmers throughout the entire
district In losning them the required money for

' makiog improvements on their farmos, and the

faet thai they have on deposit close to three
quarters of a million dollars shaws the con#i-
dence the public bare in the Company.

The Presid of the Compsny, Mr. W ¥,

Cowan, bkas held this position for twenty.fve

years. Ie iz one of the most importaat men
in the manulacturing circles of Osbawa, belog
President of the Ontario Malleable Iron Worke
and others of our largest induatries. Mr. T,
. MeMillan, the founder of the Cotnpany, i
Hecretary-Trensurer and General Manager, and,
having speut almoet forty years in this poat,
fs. indeed, the best Mtted gentleman for the
responsible position,

THOMAS MILLER X SONS,
Cansrz| Dry Coods,

In Oshawa a lesdiog store devoted to the aale
of dry goods and ready-to-wear garments is
that known an the “Arcade” and belonging ta
the Brm af Thomas Hiller & Bons. This busi-
ess was established over a quarter of a cen.
ury agoe (188} by Mr. Thomas Miller. Four
years lIater his sons, Thomas and Qeorge, en
tered the firm, and they kave, since the death
ot ihe secior member, carried on the business
under the 3ld Arm name.

The store is kept thoroughly up-todate apd
the stock s booght directly from manufac-
turers and Ly the best markets. Thia careful
buying has meant the selling of Arst clazs
goods at just me reasonable prices in Oshawa
a8 in the Jarge cities. This has mesnt much
fsr Oshawa as loyal citizeus waturally peeles

King ftrest Dagt

to bur in their home town when they can do
0.

The store is the largest |n town probably,
being about 46313 feet, and the atock carried §s
immense. It coasista of a most complete lina
of dry guods, dress goods, silks and sating, Ho-
ens and cotions, gloves, hosiery and lndies®
sundries, ready-to-wear garments for Jadies and
children, mmen's furnichings, carpets, curtains
and hotse furnishings. In fact, the store cf
Thomas Miller & Rons offers the advantages of
the large departmental atore, with large seo-
lection, gusrantesd quzlity anod price, and the
Soner back gusraites. They have Just put
in & splepdid new front, one of the most up-
to-date in Camada, and the fixtures, counters,
shelviog, cash system, olc, are all modern,
while the general service throughout the stoce
is of the best. They fna aothing is too good
for Oshawa citizens,

Mr. Thomas Miller, the fotnder of tha buai-
Beis, was au Englishman by binth, Ha came Lo
Canada in 18% and was an active and high'y
¢steomed business man op ts the tinte of B's
death, in 1908, Hia sone, the present proprie-
tors of the business, are iwo of Oshawa’s mcet
Popular men in business and social ciriles and

Iraternally ate connected =ith the Majige and
Oddfellows. ——
d. 3. KYLE.

Crocer.

The grocery business established in Oshawg
in 197 by J. 8. Kyle, nod ronducted by himy ar
1612 King Btreet Eant. in & leader in thia line.
Ur. Krle has & modern store in every respeer,
carrying a splendid stock of ataple and fancy
grocaries, provisions, fruits, eic.. and paying
pariiculer attention 1o the Boer lines af im.
parted and d ic table delicaci tens and
coffees, etc. The atore fp a large three story
briek buildiog with thirty feet frontage and a
depth of ninety feet. It in completely fitted
with all the latenl idens fn counters, shelving,
scales, ete, and iv connected by ‘phone, LY
capable staff of Bfteen assistants is etaplored
to give the most careful attention to custom-
ers, and a splendid delivery service is thzin-
tained to all sections of the town, A braneh
store is condocted in Cedarvale, making a mown
convenient ahopping point for people in that
section.

Hr. Kyle has been a resident of Oshawa for a
large number of years, and his conpcientions
*tudy of the needs of his business has been the
means of his building up such a splendiyd trads

E. H. LICK,
C. P. . Tiehst and Telsgranh Agsney.

The travelling public and busicess men gen-
erally are [amiliar with E, I Lick, Oshawa
ageat for the Canadian Pacific Hallway and
Bieamship Tickets, and C. P. B. Telegraph, with
offices at 7 Xiag 8t E. This agency was es
tabliaked abomt tweniy-iz years ago, and was
takon over by Mr. Lick two Feara mgo. The
office is wall turnished and bas en Iyle railway
and steamship timetsbles for lines in all parts
of the world. Tickets can be purchased here
for any part of the world, and a large buai.

' ness in done in through tickets.

This is also the ofico of the C. P, R. Telegraph.
and messages arv sent from here w0 sny office
on the globe.

Mr. Lick is an eaperienced man in the busi.
oess, and his advice as to the route, trips, elc.,
s of great value to anyone contemplating a
journey by land or water. He is a earefu] and
paicetaking gentleman, and is always glad to
do what he can o Assist travellers. He is a
gonlal apd popalar man among the residests
of Oshaws and is & member of the Masons mod
Oddfellows.




. W[.em,o'rial Windows Erected
In Local Bank to Pioneers

0f Banking in This District

Late Thomas Henry Me-
Millan and Late William
Frederick Cowan Honor-
ed in Erection of Windows
In Bank of Commerce

Here
WERE PIONEERS IN
BANKS FOUNDED HERE

Late Mr. Cowan Was One of
Foynders of Standard
Bank, While Late Mr. Mc-
Millan Aided in Establish-
ing Western Bank

Two Deautiful mentorial windows
have becn erected in the rear of the
local branch of the Bank of Com-
meree, formerly the Standard Bank
of Canada, by F. W. Cowan and his
wife, Lily M. Cowan. The one to the
west was presented by Mrs. Cowan
in memory of her father, Thos, Hen-
ry MecMillan, one of the founders
and general manager of the Western
Bank of Canada, until its amalgama-
tion with the Standard Bank of Can-
ada in 1909.

The memorial window o the cast

is the gift ‘of Mr. F. W. Cowan in;

memory of his father, the late VWin.
Frederick Cowan, who was one of
the founders and president or the
Standard Bank of Canada from 1883
until 1918,

Beautiful Works of Art

Both windows are of stained glass
and may be regarded as  beautiful
works of art. The window in meni-
ory of the late Mr, MecMiflan bears
the coat of arms of the old West-
ern Bank, while the memorial to the
late W, F. Cowan bears the coat or
armts of the Standard Bank before
its amalgamation with the Canadian
Bank of Commerce,

The late Wm, F. Cowan and the
Iate T. H. McMillan played a large
part in the industrial development of
Jshawa and it js significant that the
Western Bank which obtained its

charter in 1874 was a strong factor!

in encouraging the growth of the in-
dustries- and business houses estab-
lished in the <ity and in tiding them
over a period of depression which
threatened fimancial guin, The Stan-
" dard Bank ulso played - a leading
part'and it is stpted that only once
did~Mr, Cowan miss a meeting of
the directors, having been sick in
bed at -the timne.
The memeorial windows have been
installed as fitting monuments tc
the lives' of these prominent men.

'}\

Ml_:“.MO WINDOW S IN THEIR HONOR

T. H, McMILLAN WM. . COWAN

One of the founders and n i 1 :
_ general | Former prominent indu triali
g:::g:rwo:ichhewgnstarn_ Bank of OIhIW: and one of tl:e";oll:;de‘:f ;
) an impartant d i
f;;;orl_- in Oshawa from 1874 until ;Znanl: 2?3:::;. foofr 4?';easrt:nd”d d

&

M* Millan , T-H

S0 3ec:\' ololEd
Box 0007
Fie  opaa

Dshouver af:u/j Timeo
Moueh 26 1932
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T.H.McMillan's Genius Saved
Oshawa In Difficult Times

By M. McINTYRE HOOD.
In the previous chapters of this
history of Oshawa, In desllng with
the place of the Cowan family in

the bullding of the community as
an Industrial centre, mention was
made of T. H. McMiilan, who was
Reneral :luanngler oéo the Onlarig
Loan and Savings Company ar
the Western Banok. At this juncture
ia the story of Oshawa, however,
he Is entitled to a much more de-
talled reference, because seldom
has th‘e:h !dVEI::' of“?ne ttnan ml:ant
50 much in the life of any town
as the coming of Mr. McMillan did
to Oshawa. \ 4

T. H. McMillan was bom in
Pickering township In August, 1839,
ot a farm remote from any large
urban centre, His only education
was that which he received at ‘a
couniry school. His only commer-
cial experience was that of cop-
ducting a general store in a small
town for several years. In spite of
this limited business career, and
his lack of oppertunity for train.
ing In the business of running a
bank, Mr. McMillan, when he be-
came associated with John and W,
F. Cowan fn 1873, took over the
management of a trust cummy.
and soon afterwards of a k,
both of which he managed with
emigent success,
MEANT MUCH TO 0SHAWA

It is because of its close relation.
ship to the development of Osh-
awa thah the Western Bank and its
general manager are of particular
interest to Oshawa people. Mr. Mc.
Millan came to Oshawa and took
over the managership of the On.
tarfo Loan aod Savings Company
at a critical period in the city's
history. The local industries of that
time had heen experiencing a de-
presslon which almost brought
them to the verge of insolvency.

* The fallures of J. B. Warren and

the Glbbs family had cast a gloom
over the community, The Joseph
Hall works was slowly nearlng col-
lapse. All the captains of industry
who had been powerful when he
came to Oshawa had either passed
o thelr reward or moved to other
fields, It wes then that the far-
secing vision of T, H. McMilian in
assoclation with W. F. Cowan help-
ed lo tide the town over » pre-
carious time io its history. Togeth-
er they were leaders In laying a
deep and strong foundation of the
present Industrial city of Oshawa.

SERVED IN COUNCILS

On attaining manhood, T. H. Me-
Millan moved from the Plckering
township farm to the town of Whit-
by, and establlshed himseif in busi-
oess there as a general merchant,
While in Whitby, and while still a
¥young man, he served on the tawn
council, was elecled as reeve and
became one of the early wardens
of the county of Ontario,

His business acomen attracled

the attention of W. F. Cowan, and
along with him and the Hon. T, N.
Gibbs, Mr. McMillan became an
associale in the founding of (he
Ontarfo Loan and Savings Com-
paoy. He was its first and only
manager in its long and fruitiul
career extending over more than
40 years. He became even more

Sarah Carswell, His father wag ong ’
of the - earliest walchmakerg s
Toronto, where Edward Carswell
received his early education, Hq
and other members of his famjly
came lo Oshawa, and were estab.
lished in the Carswell home at the
corner of Simecoe and Fairbanks
streets, a hovse which stil] staniis
ay.

prominent in Oshawa affairs, how- tod y.

ever, as general manager of the
Weslern Bank, a position he held
from its beginning until it amal-
gamated with the Standard Bank
of Canada in 1909. Thereafler until
his death on May 6, 1M7, Mr, Me-
Millan was a director of the
Standard Bank, '

HELPED OSHAWA GROW

Throughout the forty years of its
exislence the Western Bank was
the greatest single factor in the
successful conduet of business and
industry in Oshawa. Much of the
Industrial prosperity of this manu-
facturing centre was due to Mr.
McMillan's foresight in looking
after the interests of the bank's
customers, not only in Oshawa, hut
through the midiand and northern
countles, where generous treat.
ment was given to business people
needing the services of such a fi-
nancial institution.

Mr. McMillan was a good Judge
of character, and always regarded
a4 man's honesty as of more im-
portance than his possessions. Fre-
quently, he advanced farge sums
of money to cattle drovers and
apple buyers without security, and
the result nearly always justified
his confideoece. He conducted his
business by direct methods, devoid
of frills, and it was a completely
sound organization which he turp.-
ed over to the Standard Bank on

amalgamatlon of the two instily.’

tions in 1909. No ane will ever know
number of tottering Industries,

vd pressed drovers and farmers
that Mr. McMillan, by well-timed
help, enabled to keep on their fest
and carry opn, and this with very
little, if any, loss to the bank,

Mr. McMillan was a devoted and
Benerous member of St. George's
Apglican Church and along with
the Cowans, did much to pPromote
its welfare, In 1916 his health
began to fail, but until his deaih.da
May, 1917, he retained a vital in.
terest in his many activities. So In
assessing the various contributlons
made to the progress apd growth
of Oshawa, an important place
must he reserved for T. H. Me.
Millan, who for 40 yenrs was one
of those who guided the destinies
of the community,

EDWARD CARSWELL

In an entirely different field of
endeavor, but renowned for his ac-
tivitles in the Oshawa of the 19th
ceatury, was Edward Carswell,
Mr. Carswell was born at Ware,
England, on Feb. 19, 1832, While
still an Infant he was brought tn
Canada by his parents, John and

It was as a publie lecturer that
Edward Carswell became widely-
known and brought fame to Osh-
awa. He had great oratorical abil.
ity, and used it in support of the
Conservalive party of his time.

While by profession Edward
Carswell was a scenic artist, and -
had some remarkably fine paint-
ings to his credit, it was as a lec-
turer in the cause of temferauce
that he became known all over
Canada and the United States, He
held high rank in the Temperance
Order of Canada, and was a vice-
president of the National Temper.
ance Seclety and Publication
House is New York. He was al.
most constantly on the move, his
services as a temperance lecturer
being in very great demand in the
southern states. He was a delegate
to the World's Temperance Con-
gress at Chicago in 1893, and one:
of the foremost speakers at that
great meeting, .

Mr. .Carswell's tours brought .
him into contact with some of the
great leaders of poblic opinion in
the United States, and he was an
associate of such men as Wendell
Philllps, W. Lloyd Garrison,” Hor-
ace Greeley, Rev. Henry Ward
Beecher and J, B. Gough, whose
names were household words on
this conlinent at that period, He
had a cultured' English voice, and
punctualed his lectures with many
clever stories told wilh great skili,

In Oshawa, Mr. Carswell was !n
great demand as a public s eaker,
and the old newspapers of  day
show that he spoke on 2 wide vari:
ety of topics. Included among his
lecture subjects gleaned from the
columns of old files of the Oshawa
Vindicator, one finds the following:
“Let It Alone and It Woo't Hurt
You"; “Is Alcohol as a Beverage
a Good Creature of God”: *Fash.
ion, Avarice and Appetile”; “Pro.
hibition"” aund "“Moderaton", Mr.
Carswell was also the author of
:Inraay songs and storles for ehil- .

en,

In May, 1858, Edward Cearswell
was marrled (0 Miss Rebecca
Thomas, member of another well-
known early Oshawa femlly,
whose home can still he seen on
Simcoe sireet soulh between Glbbs
street and Quebec street. Mem.
bers of the Carswell family have
continued to play their part in the
industrial and business ilfe of Osh-
lalwa down to the present gettera-

on. .

{Next Saturday —

The Tannery”
Iudustx_’y in Oshawa,) SAANETY ,
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i By FORD LINDSAY". . tlon. The stack was consldered +_.
J of The Times Slaif "_ ‘ a good Investment as nearly all,; ‘

1 - Joans’ were secured - as - firsto .

Founded six years afler con- |jpnc'on good farms. The firm. “,—.

L Lﬂ:;“éla“‘:“'n gfh%ﬁ%ﬂr pald § per cent iplerest on de-jre,
. R ip s '
%mfiﬂﬁfgﬁ%shawa. posits subject to call.: .. " ie s Bl
( played & leading role in the de- The Ontario Reformer. Sﬂld-ﬂ“-
: yelopment cf the district during “When a future stock Issue is.7s
the 42 years It was in -opera. - ade It will belong to the pres-- K]
\ tion. e'n:ttsl:m:il‘:il-mlrlerts.1 prloe rata, n: 5
] that besides getting per cent . s
3" Commenting on lhE company
'In 1913, The Onlaric Reformer 7 thelr Investment 'all who. *q
‘said: ‘“The Ontarle - Lozn and purchase the preslent stock will -
;Savings Company has probably :harehln the‘ prtollks of 5'3’\"2' :'_2
:done more loward the building- ‘Ur® lssue. ol stoc o ““ (P
\of Oshawa than any other [i-: " 'Many prominent men warl -
(nancial Institution in the town,. amang the varly .participants ln..
1Under the direction &f careful . the ~ company. Among, them ‘4
Iofﬂcers and good management were M. 5, Allen,'Dr.’ Hilller'
dt has built up & large and and Thomas  Palterson,” Bow-' ’:
.sound business, acquiring very’ -manville; William McBrien oh{‘
few bad accounts. It has been, New, York:’ the Hamilton and, .
the pareat financially of many MecKay families of Montreal as .=
Jof Oshawas most stalwart con- well as the _Cowans, - Glbbs,,'.

'cerns.’ : harles and J. 8. Larke, W. H.i:,
The company's 1913 report’ Thomas and 151'w““r all of "
‘ghowed receipis totalling 84894 Oshawa. . ryy i

.268.26. New loans amounted to  The company went intu volun-,,.o
1$63,894,61, repayments of prin.’ tary liquidation - in FB'JI'UHIT.-&”
1cinal and Interest amounted to 1915, slnce this action was con.' :._‘
,ssuo §94.61, deposila and deben- sidered hdvisable as the mata
tures totalled . $530,176.11 and benelils of the company's ob-, 2
assels amounled to $202,812.97.: jecllve had been accompllwhed..—{i
Ofticers for 1014 were W. F..'T. H.* McMHlan was appolntedh...l
Cowan, president; W. F. Allen, liquidator .o act'In cnnjuncliun.hq
IVICE president; T. H. M. Mil., with W. F. Allen; W.'F. Cownn.h{
| lan, secrctary-lreasurer and_g' Chatles Larke and F. W Cowan"
Larke, W. Brien, Joha Cuwan.'las nspectors,” ", ‘1
1 W. Cowan and T. H.’Mc- . The death of McMillan In 1913 "
! Millan directors, + °- len a vacancy which was filled
i Founded in 1873, the company by" the appointment of M, Juo-
* was slarted not so much to Rowe who had served as ac-.
t produce high dividends for its. countant since 1910." Mr.~ Mc-h -
i shareholders but lo encourage Millan had served as secrelary *
{ the accumulation of capital and . since the company's’inception. ’
\ fo aid the homesteaders with . Under his unlring and  able: =
; limiled means to become free.. management the' affairs of the . i
holders In a period limiled only flrm grew, bIossomed and RrEW,? !
I by natural condilions and their  to great suceess, 4. VL, -
| falive ability, When the atralrs of the' com-;l
t* The first annual meeting was pany were finally wound up n..i-
sheld Feb. 4, 1874 when Dr. Wil- 1020, it was reporled all de.'n
llam McGill was elected presl.  positors had .been 'paild {n full,! _'
Idenl W. F. Cowan as vice. Sslockholders were amply satis. -
president, T. H. McMillan ' as fied and a subslantial surplus LY
secrelary and W, F. Dingle as remained notwithslanding - tha ',.'
valuator, . ; salirili:;esh}h;t had. been n':iade
¥ A dividend of 10 per cent OWing to high maoney rales “.’“‘
lWns declared and an anmtount l“! the First World War,'u 7 3]
Lequal to 10 per cent on the paid:. The fInancial slatemenl‘ e
up capilal was carried o lhe jssyed In Fabruary, 1020, show-, |
["rest account”, which showed ef $42,000 “had been returned”
} the company had earned 30 per  tg (he shareholders, $1,354 pald 1
cent of the average paid UD In taxes leaving $2,500 cash In .
capital, Loans then totalled " the bank. . Duﬂng’ 1920 some
liﬂﬂ 000, , $41,000 of principal and'lnler-'

1' 4 ..-'..L\"l" '.“

Expenses were light as no' ast was coilected. Assels wers’®
ofticer of the company, with lisled as $20,484, Including slf-l-;-#
i the exception of the secretary. 753 in mgrtgaxu and. deben- i
[,treasurer, recewed remunera- lures. 1oh ot Tt Lrj.u.{giﬁh i— '

I '.r_,f ¥ | 'I|'..'
' .



transported . » Candy and Popcorn were
cﬁ?l:ry available at the little store near the boathouse if

o5 anyone had 3 fey cents to byy ther.

ind buggy .[ When the day was over and the Picnic car arrived

1 the strcc; ! around dusk, most were ready to £0 home. Not a

h was ex- | few were enjoying the delights of sunburn,

. lorious | troublesome bryjges and a not too comfortable fee)-

lmogne with If ing in the stomach (2)

hat kept a

In the fall of 1976, a “‘Cowan House Committee’” hag been form-

t the ends I ed to research the Needs of the parish o fulfil its responsibilities as
enough. L the Body of Christ in the community, with specia| regard to making
was a joy l the best use of the building, Early in 1978, the ve
' Committee’s recommendation to regtore and refy

l building, refashioning it a5 5 Parish House, The

|l vides offices for the parish clergy and secretaria)

rent place
h of clean
xdge. The
ebbles on
really en-
‘plenty of /
lin search
th then to 'J

rbish this historic
building now pro-
staff, a lounge and

either.

ats was a
1aller one
ym beside
be rented

~as fitted
Che usual
received
and foot-

:nt of the
ied under
e seated
rought a
1¢e or she
d to the
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